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ile: American Trotskyist Socialist 
i Workers Party is holding a con 
vention early in July to "sum up the 
past" and chart the course of itw# fut. 
ure activities. Turning loose the 
faweet of phrases, the leader of tho 
American Trotsicyites, Jamps P. Cannon, 
in his article,, "Before the National 
Party Convention" maxes an effort to 
imbue his readers with confidénco in 


the Trotskyist organization. With 
pride, not with shame, Cannon looks 
back at the Trotskyist past and 


declares: 


"Our survey of the past can only 
assure us that our preliminary worl: 
is done, and for the most part, NOT 

BADLY. We have built firmly, our 
acnievements have a mighty historic 
Significance. This we ic.ow and nom 
body can tell us differently. Our 
progran has withstood all the tests 
of theory and oxper#icnce and stands 
unassailablo, Wo have assemblod 
the forcos of the vanzuard ina 
single organization. Wo no longer 


have any rivals in this field and 
no problems of ‘unity’ rceqire a 
socond thought. The ten.yoars! 


task of clearing the air of confu. 
Sion and progrommatic disoriont- 
ation, of regrouping the scattorod 
forces of tho rovolutionary fight 
ers under a nev, CLEAN bannor-.—-~" 
(Socialist Appeal, Juno 13, 1939, 
"Bofore the Nat'l Party Convention, 
by James P. Cannone My ompnasis-G M) 


Cannon is quite pleasod, as we sec, 

with tho Trotskyist past. Trotsky's 

program has stood the test, Cannon as— 

sures the workers, It is "unassailable" 
and the Trotskyist work, presumably in 
the interests of the world proletariat, 
was dono “not badly." 


Mo's "C LZ AN" BANNER 
By George Marlen 


* % 


° Well, lot us sce —; lot us take 
@ look at this work and judge how 
cloan is the bannor of Trotskyisme 
Only by knowing Tyotsky's political 
history since the rise of Stalinisr, 
only by knowing his policy during the 
fatoful course of events since 1922, 
can tho workers unmistalcingly conclude 
whethcr ho and his aides, Cannon, 
Shachtman and others, are worthy of 
workers! confidence. 


The ikey to the understanding of 
Trotsky's present role within tho pro 
letarian ranks must be sought not in 
the references to the days of his ser.. 
vice to the revolution, but in the part 
he played in the frightful dogeneratior 
of the Sovict Union and the Comintern. 


We Imow, on Tyotsky's own testi~- 
mony, that Lenin's line was to remove 
talin, to come out before the ontire 
world worxing class with a devastating 
exposure of the burocratic General 
Sccretary and crush him politically 
and organizationally: 


"Tonin's intentions now were 
quite clear to me; by taking the 
example of £talin's policy he want- 
ed to expose to the party,and ruth— 
lossly, the danger of the burocrat- 
ic transformation of the dictator- 
ship." (Leon Tyotsky, MY LIF, 
Pe GEA~ ) 


"Lenin was now preparing not 
only to remove Sgalin from his post 
of  sencral secretary, but to dis 
qualify him before the party as 
Welleeeeenc was systematically pre~ 
paring to deliver at the twelfth 
congress a crushing blow at Stalin 
AP Aes! (Ibid. Pe 480. ) 


Gamaiics 


Had Trotsky followed Lenin's line 
end fought to remove the Ggneral Sec— 
retary and crush in the egg the Stal- 
iaist monster, the great tragedies of 
the world proletariat might never have 
occurred. But Trotsky adopted a policy 
of keeping Stalin in the post of powere 
The Stalin-Zinoviev—Kamenev gang real- 
izod that Lenin had entrusted to Trote 
sky the fight for the removal of Stal- 
in. When Stalin's partner, Kamencv, 
on learning that Lenin had broken all 
comradely relations with Stalin, sound 
ed out Trotsky, Trotsky spoke to him 
reassuringlys 


"Romember, and tell others that 
the last thing I want is to start 
a fight at the congress for ANY 
changes in organizatione I am for 
preserving the status qUoesee--l an 
AGAINST removing Stalin....." (Leon 
Trotsky, MY LIFE, pe 486. My 
emphasis ~ GM, ) 


One might shrug this away witha 
more ejaculation — a mistake] No, it 
Was something far worsee <A close sur- 
vey of the entire historical period 
compels one to look the truth full in 
the facee The fact is that the Russian 
leaders during Lenin's illness secret- 
ly agreed to entrench themselves in 
positions of permanent power. What 
makes the matter complicated for the 
one who does not delve deep into the 
analysis of that period is the 
fact that. tho conspiracy of Stalin 
against Trotsky was a plot within a 
plot. But that Trotsky participated 
in the original scheme to form a per~ 
manent burocratic control of the first 
workers State becomes adgquately cloar 
if one collects all the facts to sce 
the entire picture. 


Besides getting rid of interfer. 
ence from below in the Soviet Union 
itself, the ganz of plotters had to 
forestall the possible "meddling" by 
the victorious workers abroad. To 
prevent the spread of the rovolution 
to other countries, the Russian reno- 
gade leaders devised a zigzag line run- 
ning now to the Risht, now to the Left 
of Leninism. Through the Stalinized 
Comintern, at tho head of which stood 
dinoviev, this line was introduced 
within the international proletariat 


and the revolution was successfully 
disrupted in a number of countries. 
Trotskv directly participated at the 
Fourth Conszress of the C,I. in laying 
down the first Rightist Stalinist zig- 
zag which ditched the German revolu- 
tion in 1923. 


Already on the retreat before the 
attacks by Stalin, Zinoviev and Kamen— 
ev, Trotsky was forced to make gcse 
tures of “oppositione™ One of these 
gestur&s, mostly made within the four 
walls of the meeting room of the Stal- 
inist Central Cormittee, was his plain 
talk about the Brandler leadership of 
the German Communist Party, the puppets 
of Stalin, Zinovicv and Kamencve This 
occurred in September 1923,a few weeks 
before the German workers were 
strangled by Brandlor and delivered to 


the bourgeois Sigg ea Here | is tho 
proof quoted by Trotsky from the rom 
cords: 


Mt, .e2--eComrade Trotsky, before 
leaying the session of the Central 
Cormittee (September 1923 Plenun), 
made a speech which profoundly dis- 
turbed all the members of the Cent 
ral Committee and in which he alleg- 
od that the leadership of the Ger- 
man Communist Party was WORTHLESS 
and that the Contral Committee of 
the German 0.P. was permeated with 
fatalism, slcepy—headcedness, etce 
Comrade Trotsky then declared that 
the German revolution was DOOMED TO 
FAILURE...2.-!" ("Documents of the 
Conference of the C.P.S.U." Jane 
1924, pe 14, quoted in "Third Intern 
national After Lenin," by Leon 
Trotsky, pe 94e) 


Beyond all question, Trotsky knew 
that the German leaders of the Party 
led the revolution to destruction. 
But his speech in which he branded the 
Gorman leadership as worthless was, as 
wo have said, a more show of "“opposi- 
tion" to Staline 


Fully cmscious that the best Ger- 
man workers were ina trap called the 
Communist Party, wore in mortal danger 
of annihilaticn, Trotsky, supposedly 
the continucr of Lenin's york, did not 
warn them and the world proletariat. 
Worse! Hard on the heels of his specch 
at the September 1923 plenum, Trotsky 


ik 


addressed the workers sutsidoe Ho 

drow an entirely differont picture of 

the German party before the trusting 
revolutionary proletariat. The later 
speech, which he dclivered before the 

metal workers of tho Moscow district, 

Was roported in the Pravda, Octover 21, 
1923. It was printed in the Worker 
here in the United States in the Dec~ 
ember 1, 19235 issue. Hore is what 
Trotsky saids 


"Tie question is; this party is 
atill younge Will she find in her~ 
self the will to effect on revolu- 
tion, and will sho be able to do so? 
In this respect circumstances favor 
the working class of Germany. Thoy 
are ready for the strugcle and in 
order to act they must lmow that at 
their head stands a party READY-TO 
LEAD THEM from strugzle to strugzle 
and TO FINAL VICTORY." (Specch re- 
ported in Pravda, October 21, 1923, 
-; printed in the” Worker, . U.S.h. 
December 1, 1923. My emphasis-GJMx) 


A mistake? No, a crime! Ticd to 
tho Stalinist clique through the ori+ 
final plot, Trotsky had no alternative 
but to go throush with the betrayal. 
A triumphant revolution held ‘now a 
threat not only of elimination of the 
burocratic pancer in Russia, but also 
of baring of the monstrous plot and 
the exposure of all the participants. 
That would have sealed not oniy.Stal- 
in's doom but also Trotsky's. Inovit— 
ably the plotters would bo drought 
into the open. On this point, despite 
the evor-growing personal dnivosity, 
there was established 93 cornmunity of 
interests between Stalin and Trotsky. 


Conmitted to the political sup 
port of Stalinism, Trotsky could never 
Cepart from doins untold injury to the 
world proletariat. Mnking a pretenso 
of opvosition he of necessity conduct— 
ed the line of peace-making ond concil- 
iation with the irreconcilable Stalin. 
To conceal the original plot by di- 
vertins the workors! minds fron a 
thorough investigation of the gencsis 
of the Stalinist frizhntfulness becario 
Trotsixy's prime concern. It is for 
this reason, and for no other, that he 
committed so disloyal and-vicious. an 
act when Eastman told some revéaling 


and revolting facts concernins the 
usurpation of power by Stalin. Here 
is how frotsizy deceived the workers 
and covered up the Stalinist gang with 
the mantle of Lenin; 


"Comrate Lenin HAS NOT LEFT ANY 
MWILL';. the character of his ro. 
lations to the Party, and the char. 
acter of the Party itself, excludes’ 
bie. possibility. of ‘such as! idl! vee 
All talc with regard to a concealed 
or mutilated 'will? is nothing but 
a DESPICABLE LIE....eIt suffices to 
ask; 'If we assume that the mali- 
cious characterization of our lead- 
ing Party comrades given by Eastman 
ts only partly correct,how is it pos- 
sible that this Party should have 
emersed from lonz years of illegal 
Btrusele, how could it stand at the 
head of masses of millions, carried 
throuzh the zgrentost revolution of 
the world, to further the formation 
of revolutionary parties in other 
cowmitries?! 

_“®yere is no sincere worker who 
will believe in the picture painted 
by Eastman." (Inprecorr, September 
3, oa ppell5,116- My emphasis— 
GeMe 


A mistaze? No, a colddy—calcule' 


ated, wnparcgnable crime} Eastman's 
revelatims created quote a stir in 


the Comintern. Had the revolutionary 
worlers in Russia .and throughout the 
world becn certain at that time of the 
authenticity of Lenin:s will and 
rallied t3 the Leninist Line of remove 
ing Stalin, then a different history 
of the Sovict Union would have been 
written. It would have been written 
not in the devastation and horror ine 
flictea > y Stalinism upon the Russian 
and world proletariat, but in the des- 


truction of the Stalinist cancer in 
Russin and in the Comintern. By 
shielding Stalin, Trotsky shielded 


himself from the threat of political 
annihilation 


Thus, fror 1922 on, ‘Trotsky's 
line, as woll as that. of Stalin 's 
Zinoviev's Kamenev's, Bukharin's and 
other leaders as the essence of 
treachery and betrayal in the guise of 
"Bolshevisne 


The nev-system developéd an ‘inner 


wo 4 wm 


motion of centralization of power in 
the hands of G6talin and his closest 
collaborators. The elevation of Stale 
in and the elimination of his partners 
and big figures of October could pro- 
coed not otherwise than over the poli- 
tical and organizational destruction 
of Trotsky, the most popular man in 
the Sovict Union next to Lenine 


The Stalinist clique made of Trot 


sky their chief target and scape-goate 
On his part Trotsky was making a show 
of "resistance," meanwhile attracting 
to himself all tho Cormunist workers 
who tumned against Stalin and the 
burocratic pyramid he was erectinge 
The old dread of being exposed prompt~ 
ed Trotsky to lay dow for the unsus— 
pecting opposition workers the policy 
of unity with the Stalinist clique. 


"The Opposition is for the unity 
of the Party. Stalin propagatesr 
his own program — to ‘cut off! the 
Opposition —- under the false flag 
of a pretense that the opposition 
wants to create a ‘second! party. 


The Opposition answers with its 
slogans ‘Unity of the Jeninist 
Russian Communist Party AT ALL 


COSTS! ceces 2 OUr task is to preserve 
the unity of the party at ALL 
costs." (The Real Sytuation in Rus- 
sin, Pe 125. My omphasis ~ GM, ) 


Trotskyism became a lightning rod 
diverting the anti-Stalinist clectri- 
city from striking at Staline The far~ 
reaching consequences of ‘Trotsky's 
policy was tho complete and bloody ox- 
termination by Stalin of all the oppo- 
sition workorse 


After his exile to Turkey Trotsky 
continued his policy, with one funda 
mental differences before he had oper 
ated solely within the Soviet Union, 
misleading the opposition workers to 
their doome Now his activity was con- 
fined to the capitalist world. In 
Germany, France, in America, in China 
thousands of revolutionary workers 
were leaving Stalin's Comintern, in 
search of a correct explanation of the 
Stalinist phenomenon and in hope of 
finding the precise Leninist line in 
the trying circumstances. They came 


upon Stalin's target and lightning rod, 


Trotsky. It seemed logical to them 


that if G&talin is a renegade, then 

Trotsky must be the successor of Lenine 
Jyst as the Russian workers-oppositionse 
ists had trusted Typotsky implicitly so 

did the new victims place their polit— 

icat fate in the hands of Trotsky, roe- 

mote from suspecSing that he is one of 

the criminal burocratic betrayers of 

Gonin and the voricting class. They fol- 
lowed Tyotsky, but the lino he gave 
them was not a Leninist line, and no 
man knew it better than Trotsky him. 

self. With the knowledge of the carly 

crimes of Stalin, and of Lenin's unm 

compromising attitude toward the dis 

loyal General Secretary, it would have 

roquired no profound political insight 

on tho part of Trotsky, after the ar- 

rest and murdors of the oppositionists 

in Russia and his exile to Turkey, to 

grasp the meaning of the Stalinist 

cancere The import of Lenin's advice 

to fight for the removal of Stalin and 

his henchnen, Lenin's position that 

with Stalin no compromise should be 

uithmpted even on a correct line could 

not have failed to strike Trotsky mith 

deep simnificohee. But Trotsky had to 

follow the inner dictates of his guilt- 
ily uneasy mind. No matter how crush 

ingly costly to the proletariat his 

line would prove, it had to be aimed 

at the preservation of the criminal 

secrets respecting Trotsiy's truce role 

in the rise and method of Stalinisme 


That Trotsky had ao fairly clear 
idea of Stalin's coldly-devised zigzag 
method of preventing vroletarian revo~ 
lution, there can hardly be any doubte 
At first in complete harmony and after- 
word as a loyal "“oppositionist" Trot 
sky politically collaborated with Stal- 
in through all the zigzags.e We have 
cited his participation in the first 
zigzag by means of which the top lead 
ers of the Russian party sent the Ger. 
man revolution to its gravee In the 
second zigzag, which was to the Left 
and lasted a bare fow months, Tyotsky 
gave Stalin support in various ways, 
one of them being his flat refusal to 
take the floor at the Stalinist Fifth 
Congress of the Comintern. Tye Right 
ist zigzag by means of which the Stal- 
inist burocracy maneuvered the Chinese 
revolutim into destruction by the 
Kuomintang was also covered up and sup- 
ported by Trotskye When Stalin and 
his clique chloroformed tho Chinese 


= by eS 


Communist workers into supporting 
their bourgeois enemy, the Kuomintang, 
Trotsky spoke reassuringly of this 
treacherous Stalinist policy: 


"We approve of Communist support 
to the Kuomintang party in China, 
which we are endeavoring 60 revolu- 
tionize." (Leon Trotsky, INPRECORR, 
Way 29, 1924.) 


find when the reactionary nature 
of the Stalingst policy was mirrored 
back to the workers in the pools of 
toiloers blood throughout China, throw 
ing the Russian Party into an uproar; 
when the oppositionists raised their 
heads,féeling that te hour had struck 
for them to take the affairs of the 
Soviet Union and the Comintern into 
their hands, Trotsky recoiled in dread 
of exposure. Too well didihe realizo 
that the ovorthrow of the Stalinist 
leadership would open the way to work- 
ers cOming into their own and before 
long discoverigg the whole truth of 
Trotsky's betrayal of Lenin's trust. 
The opposition had to be stopped. A 
hollow excuse for not removing the 
Stalinist gang was yuite eusily fur- 
nished by Trotsky: 


"Many younger comrades thought the 
patent bankruptcy of Stalin's pol- 
icy was bound to briry: the triumph 
of the opposition nearer. During 
the first days after the coup 
d'etat by Chiang Kai-shek, I was 
obliged to pour many a bucket of 
cold water over the het neads of my 
young friends ~~ and over some not 
so young. I tried to show them 
that the opposition could not rise 
on the defeat of the Chinese revo~ 
lution." (Leon Trotsky, MY LIFE, 
page 530.) 


Before he had resided in Turkey 
very long, Stalinism and Trotsky faced 
another revolutionary situation devel- 
Oping in Germany. There couid have 
beon no doubt in Trdbky s, mind that 
if Stalinism wore not exposed in time, 
it would reap as blocdy a harvest in 
Germany as it had reaped not long be~ 
fore in China. 


But the situation was frought 
with peril to Trotsky no less, rather 


more, than in 1923. To open the black 
pages of Stalinism to the workers vas 
tontamount to political suicide. Sep- 
arated from Stalinism orgahzationally 
but organically a part of it, Trotsky 
had no choice but to collaborate with 
Stalin as before and prevent the revo 
lution in Germany. Instoad of the 
Leninist line of a merciless struggle 
to expose and destroy Stalinism he. 
fastencd upon the anti-Stalinist Com 
munist workers a cruel delusion that 
Stalin and his international puppets 
would adopt a correct policy. This, 
notwithstanding the fact that lLonin 
would not trust Stalin ¢6von on a 
correct line. 


In the betrayal of the German 
workers in 1930-1933 Cannon and Shacht- 
man directly took parte With roveal- 
ing unanimity thoy gavo support to 
Trotsky's line. They disseminated 
Trotsky's and their own writings on 
the German situation, smphasizing the 
central oensnaring delusion that the 
Stalinist Comintorn was a revolution- 
ary organization whose turn to a car- 
rect policy was inevitable: 


"For a turn in the policy of tks 
CoPeGe" (The Militant,June 25,1932 ) 


"The about-faco of the Stalin- 
ists is INEVITABLE!" (Leon Trotsky, 
"Germany, What Noxt", p. 182.) 


",...the turn stands on the order 
of the day, — yes it is already in 
process." (Militant, May 28, 1932.) 


Stalinism was dressed up by Trotsky 
to pass for Bolshevism: 


“Only these two groups are grow- 
ing in Germany: Fascism and Holshe~ 
vism." (What Next, pe 89) 


"Our differences with the 
Party's policy, which isolates it 
from the masses and impedes the re- 
volutionary movement in this and 
other countrios, cannot eliminate 
tho fact that the Communist Party 
ds tho ONLY working class party in 
the field, the ONLY revolutionary 
party which stands for the intcrosts 


of the working class TODAY and 
TOMORROW." (The Militant, Octoter 
29, 1932. My emphasis - GM. 


a. ies 


This was written in October 193c, 
three montis before the “only revolu- 
tionary party" wound up its second be- 
trayal of tue Gernaun masses anc opened 


the ghastly era of Hitlerism! There 
could be no more terrible men t al 


poison for the revolutionary workors 
then the poison dished out by the Trot- 
skptte leaders. It nmst be borne in 
mind that Trotsky and his Cannons cone 
ducted this line of supporting Stalin, 
with "criticism" to be sure, long af- 
ter Stalin had sold out the Chinese 


MasseSe We repeat, since Trotsky had 
seen the Stalinist method at close 
range, hinself directly participating 


in betraying the German revolution in 
1923, there could be no room for doubt 
in his mind as to the inevitable up- 
shot of Stalin's deadly work among the 
German Massese Today even to some 
Trotskyist workers it is clear that his 
linc on Germany did not "“8xactly" 
serve the proletariat. And yet, the 
Trotskyist entire pro-Stalinist polit- 
ical program, which included the poli-~ 
cy on Germany, is painted Leninist by 
Cannon: 


"\le have every right to confi- 
dence in our future, for we alone, 
out of a 15-year period of unpre 
cedented defeat and disintegration, 
have fought a way-forward. Begin- 
ning with nothing but a REVOLUTION- 
ARY program and a handful of peope, 
we have become a movement......" 
(Jamies Pe Cannon, Socialist Appeal, 
June 20,1939. My emphasis - G.M.) 


Fighting "a way forward", Trotsky 
and his Cannons, through their "revo- 
lufionary" program, aided tne Stalin— 
ists in keeping on the mask of Bolshe- 
vism. Assisted by Trotsky,with Social 
Democracy doing its usual Judas work, 
Stalin sent the radical workers of 
Germany to their horrible deata. After 
the German betrayal there was no pos- 
sibility for Trotsky to contime his 
policy of telling the workers to fight 
for the "correction" of Stalinism. The 
fraud would have boen too transparent. 
The old policy of diverting the worlers 


from waking a thorough study of the 
Stakiiist  plagté had to-pe stuzg 
in another direction. Much of the 


blood of the German workers had not 
yet dried on tho criminal hands of the 
Social Democracy when Trotsky told the 


workers that 


"The destiny of the proletariat 
depends, in large measure in our 
epoch, upon the resolute manner 
with which the  social-~democracy 
will succeed in the brief interval 
which is vouchsafed it by the march 
of development, in breaking with 
the bourgeois statoe,in transforming 
itself and in preparing itsolf for 
the decisive struggle against Fase 
cisme" (Tho New International, 
September-Octobor 1999.) 


Now the Cannons and Shachtmans, 
again with singular unanimity, took up 
the new delusion which was no less 
deadly than the former one. This 
poison roceived widespread distribu- 
tion among the followers of Trotsky. 
Here and thore the Cannons and Shacht- 
mans dragged their misinformod follow-— 
ers into tho "stinking corpse," the 
Second International. Among the im 
portant hidden aims was the one to 
take thelr minds away from the thought 
of the need of striking a death blow 
to the Stalinist reaction raging with- 
in the international proletariat. 


Meanwhile a new hope was rising 
on the internatonal proletarian horison 
— Spain} The revolutionary tide 
engulfed the bourgeois property in 
Spain, throwing the ruling classes in 
panic and consternation. Butopportun- 
ism within the Spanish and internation- 
al prolotariat, particularly the Stalin- 
ist monstor, held the masses in a pow 
erful grip of deception. And hsre, too, 
Trotsky gave his followers a line which 
in essence continued holding them back, 
leaving Stalin a free hand to tear 
down the revolution in Spain. To somo 
extent, Trotsky's policy, like Stalin's, 
passed through several successive 
stages» At cach stage Trotsky's lino 
was dependent upon Stalin's. At first, 
when Stalin worked in close collabor- 
ation with the Left Social Democrats 
of Spain, in the Peoplo's Front Govern- 
ment, the stago of Trotsky's policy 
was of imbuing the minds of the work- 
ers with confidence in the treacherous 
Left Socialists: 


"The leftward evolution of the 
international social-dom 0 c racy 
after the defeats of Germany and 


Austria, came in Spain more rapidly 
than elsewhere. Caballero joined 
the left wing, of which the Social- 
ist yoush, deeply critical of both 
the Second and Third Internationals, 
was the mainstay. The left wing 
declared forpreparing the prolet- 
arian revolution, to be achieved by 
armed insurrection. The center 
wing of the party,led by Prieto and 
Gonzales Pena, publicly pledged; in 
the Cortes, that any attempt at a 
fascist regime would be met by arm 
ed revolution. Only a small right 
wing under Bestsiros refused to 
learn fromustria and Germany. In 
the UeGeT. Caballero introduced a 
regime of bold struggle and the 
right wing Socialists who objected 
were forced to resign from its exe~ 
cutive. Precisely because they had 
been so ideologically dependent on 
the Kautskys and Bauvers,the fall of 
their teachers enabled the SPANISH 
SOCIALISTS TO MAKE AN EXTRA-ORDIN- 
ARILY SHARP BREAK WITH THEIR PAST. 

"The bourgeoisie, reading polit- 
ics by way of bourgeois analogies, 
thought this was the bluff — until 
they were scared into comiction by 
the discovery of large depots of 
arms in socialist homes and build- 
ings. 

“With the Socialist Party ready 
to st le, the fight weainst fas~ 
cism was enormously facilitated. 
INDEED IT IS NOT TOO MUCH TO SAY 
THAT ONLY THE LEFTWARD turn of the 
Socialist Party made possitle,under 
the existing conditions, the victory 
over fascism." (Felix Morrow, "The 
Civil War dniS > a in," p. 28. My 
emphasis - Geil.) 


Later, when Stalin broke with the 
Left Socialists the Trotskyist line 
assumed a changed aspect fundamentally 
remaininy a welter of confusion,dis- 
orienting the revolutionary worker SB. 
The line of comfortable illusions was 
pursued by the loyal Cannons with un- 
quenchable zeale The Spanish workers 
were assured that they had learned the 
lessons of the German betrayal. 


"Fortunately for the world pro- 
letariat, Stalinism in Spain does 
not conmand the forces it held in 
leash in Germany — precisely be- 


' tained. 


cause the lessohs of Germany have 
entered the consciousness of the 
Spanish proletariat." (Felix Morrow, 
"The Cipil War in Spain," ».62.) 


Only a Bolshevik Party could lead 
tho Spanish workers +0 victory. But 
the treacherous Trotskyite leadors 
paanted the thoroughly opportunist CNT, ° 
FAI and the POUM as organizations that 
could destroy Spanish counter-revoluv 
tion: 


"Only the Unitod Front of 
Struggle of the CNTI-FAI~POUM and 
all of revolutionary organizations 
can succeed in annihilating the 
Ogre of  countre-revoluti on." 
(Trotskyist leaflet of June 19, 18% 
Quoted in Socialist Appeal, August 
21, 1937.) 


The indirect support to Stalinism 
and reaction the Trotskyite leaders 
rendered throughout the Spanish crisis 
Climaxed with supporting, in tho 
So¢ialist Appeal, tho Stalinist- 
engineered Madrid putsch which the 
Daily Worker glorified. 


Stalin's Browders, Hernandezes 
and Thorezes masked the betraying line 
with the cry for material aid to the 
Stalin-initiated and Stalin-directed 
Popular Front Government. Stedfifastly 
clinging to the essential Trotskyist 
policy of not fighting Stalinism but 
Giving it indirect aid, the Trotsky&te 
leaders advocated support to Stalin's 


Popular Front Government trap with 
“criticism. This word "criticism" 
was to give the impression that a 


struggle against Stalinism was being 
conducted, when in reality silence 
concerning the origin and the zig-ag 
method of Stalinism was boing main- 
Nowhere was there the slight- 
est warning to the workers that Stalin 
consciously betrays the proletariat. 


With pride, not with shame, the 
hardened opportunist, Cannon, 1 ooks 
back at the past destructive work of 
Trotskyism,at the record of dishonesty 
and deception, at the suceessful hid- 
ing of Trotsky's political face since 
the rise of Stalinism. And Cannon 
creaks, with utmost satisfication: 
"not badly." 
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Indeed, "not badly" for the Trot 
skyist leaders. From 1922 on, Trot- 
sky's crime of participating in the 
nursing of Stalinism has bedén shrouded 
in profound secrecy. 
chief target of Stalin, Trosuky has 
aroused very great, albeit totally 
misplaced sympathy of the anti-Stalin- 
ist workers; acting as the powerful 
lightning rod for Stalin, he has been 
holding these workers politically 
within the Stalinist system, helping 
Stalin to drage them on, together with 
all other victims of reaction,to their 
untimely graves. 


Trotsky's past "angi-Stalinist" 
policy whic: was designed to promote 
good-will and better understanding 
between himself and Stalin is pdblitice 
ally connected with his present “anti- 
Stalinist" policy. The old, hidden 
purpose underlies tne entiro turtuous 
course of Trotsky. In his continuous 
effort to keep tho snpoud of secrecy 
over his role in the degencrativn of 
the Octobor revolution Trotsky, through 
his Cannons, today distracts the at- 
tention of the workers througn a vigor- 
ous fake "mass line." This "mass line" 
illusion is no less sinister than the 
former variations of Trotsky pro- 
Stalinist policy. 


The unsuspecting victims of Trote 
sky and his Cannons; just as the vice 
tins of another ex«Stulinist burocraty, 
Lovestone, have accepted the "nass 
line." In deep belief that they are 
on the Loninist path, they fail to ob- 
serve the many-sided scheme to prevent 
their digsjing into the blackest depth 
of the origin of Stalinism. In that 
manner the slishtest suspicion of 
Trotsky's hand in tho creation of 
Stalinism is averted. Romote from 
their mind is the least notion that 
the organization they are in serves 
Stalin as a ligutning rod preventing 
the workers from a direct ceithat 
aguinst Stalinism, the chief enemy 
within the proletariat and the source 
of the present monstrous tide of 
capitalist reaction. — 


That the Trotskyist “anti-Staline 
ism" is but an old-established fread 
can be gathcred from the following 
half-hearted “admission” on the part 
of the Trotskyist leaders: 


Servin; as tne 


"The total of all other opponent 
organizations — Social Domocratic 
Federation, Socialist Party, Love- 
stoneites, etce— does not add w to 
a@small fraction of the importance 
of the Comrmnist Party. INSUFFI- 
CIENT ATTENTION to the Commnist 
Party, almost oqual attention to 
other opponent groups, have been 
one of the most serious wealknesses 
in the work of the party during the 
past years The Communist Party is 
far and away the greatest obstacle 
in this country to the building of 
the revolutionary movements... The 
basis for influencing the Communist 
Party for recruiting its members 
and sympathizers and for hastening 
its dissolution as an obstacle to 
the growth of the revolutionary 
movenient, is present. What is re- 
Quired for success is a conscious, 
deliberate and sustained policy on 
our part." (Socialist Appoal, May 
23, 1939. — “My emphasis - G.M.) 


Let none indulge in tho illusion 
that tomorrow the Trotskyite leaders 
will actually introduce a "conscious-- 
--.4 Nothing is further from their 
intentions — unless thoy are ready to 
break with Trotsky and expose’ tho 
whole story of the Stalinist dogenor- 
ation — which supposition would be a 
piece of political lmacy. "“Insuffi- 
cient attention" or,to translate these 
weasel words into the language of 
political action, persistent sabotage 
of any serious effort to fight the 
Stalinist plague will be n eathy 
carried on as tefore, Trotsky and his 
Cannons and Shachtmans now take new 
refuge in the fake "mass line." Trot- 
sky and his Cannons spur their follow 
ers to futile fights "against" Fascism, 
only to doliver thom eventually to the 
enemy — as Trotsky handed over the 
inisinformed and misled workers-opposi- 
tionists in Russia, Germany and other 
countries to Stalin and Fascism. 


The Trotskyist conventions, like 
the Stalinist, are hold for the pure 
pose of giving a coat of Red veneor to 
the new variation of the old lino. In 
the usual manner tho leaders of Trot- 
skyism will spill their umnsually 
subtle denagogy. The hall will rever- 
berate with Cannon's fake ravings 
"against" Stalitsem. In a masterly 


So 


constructed web of illusions composed 
of “revolutionary transitional damands", 
of the tuilding of the reformist labor 
party, anid of other opportunist yarn, 
the Cannons and Shachtmans will attempt 
to ensnaro their honest followers. And 
the persistent evasion in their delib- 
erations to touch upon Trotsky's out~ 
rugeous policy on Georgia at bhe leth 
Congress of the Russian Conunist 
Party in April 1923, on Tpotsky's 
support of the Stalinist betrayal of 
the Gorman revolution in 1923 through 
the Rightist trap of “workers cGovorn= 


ment," on Trotsky's refusal to fight 
for Lenin's line to remove Stalin, on 
Trotsky's entire opportunist line up 


to tae present, will . bear a startling 
reseiblance to the deliberations o f 
the Lovestoneite and Stalinist C. P. 
conventions. There will be a routine 
misreading of poOst-Loninist history. 
Instead of honest lessons of the past, 
instcad of Leninist analysis of evory 
important political force within the 

proletariat, especially of Stalinism, 
— nothing but criminal boastings and 
soothing licse 


All the sincere revolutionary 
workers, und that includes the honest 
but misled followers of Trotsky av 
his Cumnions, shoulder a neavy respon- 
sibility, for to them tho future of 
the American and the world proletariat 
is a dec: concern. Thoy aro vitally 
concerned not with this or that formor 
great figurg, but with oringing to 
light facts — facts which aro 
incontrovertible, whicl give the lie 
to the historical picture and the task 
of the proletariat as presented by tho 
Trotskyito leaders. 


New betrayals aro in tne mukinZge 
The traitors and op portunists through 
compounds of jigs and duplicity are 
leading the workers downward into tho 
pit of vniversdl Fascism. If the back 
of Stalitssm is not broken in time, 
the fate of the German and, Spanish 
Masses its in store for the Amorican 
workers. the only hove lies in gather- 
ing the scatéorod forces of revolution 
ists and Opening a poworful catspuign 
of unmnasking Stalin, Trotsky, Love- 
stone and all other star renegades and 
Opportunists. Only tims can the cadre 
of ua new Bolshovik party be built. 


. Cannon boasts of the Trotskyist 
"new clean banner." That it is corr 
pistely new, dating back only to 1922, 
wo will hardly deny. As to its clean 
liness, this banner is indelibly 
smeared with Stalinism. Maintaining 
shoer silence regarding some improssive 
evidence, C.nnn is attempting to lend 
dignity and respousibility to the ban- 
ner that is not easily discernible for 
the treachery and hypocrisy it shrouds. 
This banner serves Trotsky, Stalin and 
the intornatiosual bourgeoisic. 


Armed with tho authority of the 
first workers State in history the 
heavy hand of Stalin is reaching out 
for the wider sections of American 
toilers to prevent their struggle for 
the overthrow of thoir capitalist ex- 
ploiters. If Stalin succeeded in dis- 
rupting the revolution in Spain,start- 
ing his job with such meagre force as 


900 mombers in the entiro country, 
what greater possibility of Stalin's 
success among the American workers 


with Browder's trap steadily oxpanding 
— wniless tho anti-Stalinist revolu 
tionary workers awakon to the dangen 
and, profitting by the cruel lessons 
of Germany and Spain, tcar the masks 
off Stalin and his indiroct protectors, 
chiefly Trotsky and Lovestone. 


With tho darkness of world reac- 
tion and the throat of imperialist war 
against the Soviet Union steadily 
Closing’ in, “the transformation of 
American bourgeois rule from "demo- 
cracy" to Fascism is dangerously close 
by. The repetitions of the German, 
Chinese, Spanish betrayals are inevit-~ 
able, unless Marxian truth rises to 
dispel all the black clouds of oppor- 
tunism within the workingclass. The 
final word rests with the honest re- 
volutionary workers, many of whom are 
today victims of organized deception, 
But they cannot long remain undisturb- 
ed by the fact that the policies of 
their leaders, instoad of halting, 
actually promote roaction. They have 
much to ponder over. Soonor or later 
those workers will abandon the bannors 
of Stalin and Trotsky — tho bannors 
which are soaked with tha blood of the 
best workers. They will lift the old 
clean banner of Lenin which Trotsky, 
Zinovieyv, Bukhrin and other renogades 
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exchanged in 1922 for the pottage of 
collective burocratic security. Under 
this banner they will gather tne 
scattored individual revolutionists 
who will form the nucleus of resurgent 
Bolshevism. Then the struggle to 
wrest the vanguard from opportunism 
will be wnfolded in all directions. 
And with the wresting of the vanguard 
fron Stalin, Trotsky, Lovostone and 
other opportunists, all of tne: now 
operating chiefly tarougu the ensnar- 
ing "mass line," the historical picture 
will be entirely transformed. Growing 


primarily at the expense of its oppor- 


tunist enemies, as the Bolshevik party 
grew at the expense of the Menshoviks 
and S.R.'s,the now revolutionary Party 


will occupy the avenues that lead to- 
wards the wide toiling masses of 
America and other countrios. Then she 


masses led by its revolutionary van- 
guard will soriously challonge a 
polis of the boyr Bg0ts C; ie 
Ree anc VOEE ERS SPeoeebeh at rity cet aBe 
tagnccuan a form of capitalist rule 
into a HVAESuGst rst one with 
the iron hand of prolet- 


arian revolution. 


N Volume 5, No. 3 of the MARXIST, 

FA published by the R. W. Le (Ooklor 
group) in the article "For tho Fourth 
International," the workers are treated 
to what purports to be an evaluation of 
the “main line" of the Leninist 
League Ue Se fe We take exception to 
this “analysis" because it is nothing 
butan evasion of presenting trutnfully 
our position to tiie workors. 


Here is what Oehler says of us? 


"They present the defoatist idea 
that unless Stulinism and the OTHER 
REFORWISTS and opportunists can be 
isolatec first, the workigclass is 
doomed in advencoe. Roacting 
violentiy away from Stalinism, tho 
Marlen group fails to understand 
that contrism and reformigm will 
exist so long as there is capital- 
ism, taat it is fatal to single out 
one reformist agency of capitalism 
in labor's ranks, doadly as Stalin- 
ism is, and relegate the struggle 
against the MAIN ENEMY, (capitals 
in the original) capitalism, toa 
secondary place." (iy emphasis-G.M) 


THE LEFT~TROTSKYITE'S “ANALYS IS" 
OF OUR LINE 


Tae statement above tends to leave 
a number of false imoressions regard- 
ing our ow evaluation ot Stalinis m 
and the question of which is the 
“nain" enemy of the massose 


We state that Stalinism is an en- 


tircly now opportunist force unlike 
any other that evet existed. Having 
studiec the origin and the mothod of 


concluded that it 
connection with the 
tendencies, rerormisn 
ani centrism. Theso arise ani thrive 
within the workingclass in capitalist 
conditions, generally under the bourg- 
eois-democratic form of imperialist 
rule. Stalinism, however, arises out 
Of victorious proletarian rewlution 
on the ruins of reformism and coentrism 
and rests in the form of a burocratic 
pyramid upon the backs of the toilors 
of the first workers State. The cvalu- 
ation of tnis burocratic cancer we dce— 
fine as Burocratic Centralism of the 
Workers State. Ochler, on the othor 
hand, says that Stalinism is somo sort 
of reformism, As we see Ochler not 
only does not tell the workers of our 


this force we have 
has no organical 
Old opportunist 


may ren 


conception of Stalinism, but he even 
g0es to the lengtn of giving a mislead- 
jung impression that we atthero to his 
definition of this opportunist power. 


Next is the question of the main 
enemy, here Oehler confuses two sere 
arate sides of the class struggle: the 
condition within the proletariat on 
the one hand, and ths historico-social 
system of exploitation on the other. 
What we say is that within the working~ 
Cluss, of all the opportunist forces 
Stalinism is the most powerful one due 
to the weighty fact that it holds in 
its mighty clutcnes the first workers 
State, is its official representative, 
and has usurped and distorted all the 
traditions of October and is parading 
as the real Bolshevik movement. Oshler 
knows our yposition but he does not 
inform his readers. 


Furtnuer Oshder discloses that we 
have "singled out" Stalinism. We have 
indicated througnout our literature 
taat it is history that has "singled 
out" Stalinisri as the most powerful 
enemy in the workers! midst. 


Now we have to deal with Oehler's 
charge that we have relegated the 
struggle against capitalism to a 
“socondary place." 


We have cited repeatedly Lenin's 
mothed of fighting capitalism, tha t 
unless the opportunist onemy within 
the workingclass is defeated, the 
bourgeoisie can never be overthrown. 
Time and again we have pointed out 
that Lenin's success in arousing the 
Russian massos against their oppres- 
sors was due to the fact that Lenin 
directed his heaviest blows against 
the Menshevikk. and S.R.'s, the MAIN 
enemies within the camp of the toilers 
during that period. Had he adopted a 
reverse line, such as Ochlor, Field, 
and other "mass liners" advocate, and 
turned his guns of exposure and criti- 
cism iwainly upon Russian capitalism,he 
would have done a great services to the 
Mensneviks and §.R.'s, and thus would 
have aided the Russian bourjeoisie. 
Tais would have happened if he did not 
have a correct evaluationd the Men- 
shevixks and S.B's, as Oehler or 
Field who present a wrong explanatim of 


Stalinism. In the 
lessons of the 


lirht of the rich 
October Revolution we 
wonder, is it actually imorance with 
Oehler. Oehlor's argument 9s that op- 
portunism will exist so lonz as there 
is capitalism. He knows well, we think 
although he does not tell it to the 
workers, that the manner in which the 
proletariat solves the problom of over- 
throwing capitalism was clearly estab- — 
lisned —-by the experience’ of +t hie 
Russian proletariate 


In the procoss of the crisis of 
the capitalist system in manyiinstances 
the capitalists stand impotently before 
the turbulent tide of proletarian up- 
surge. In Spain the capitalists were 
tO a considerable degree dislodged, 
but thanks to the predominance of of 
portunists within the workingclass the 
Spanisnm capiltalists stabilized their 
tottering system. The German capital- 
ists in 1918-1919, in 1923 and again 
in 1932 remained in power primarily 
because opportuhism within the Germm 
proletariat misled and betrayed the 
workers. The workers overthrow capit- 
alism only when they successfully and 
decisively shake ofY the opportunists. 
4s far as Leninism is concerned, as 
far as the revolutionary activity of 
the Marxists is concerned, the correct 
forrmla is not, Opportunism will exist 
sO long as there is capitalism, but, 
Capitalism wil continue its oxistence 
as long as the proletariat and specif- 
ically its advanced section is in the 
grip of oppertunism,especially in tha 


exip of Stalinism and its powerful- 
lightning fod and traditional scape~ 
Oat, LVLOTSAKVe 


And this brings us to avery im 
portant feature in Ochler's hiding of 
our line fron the workers. It is the 
Question,of Trotsky. Not a single word 
does Ochler's "analysis" contain with 
respect to the astounding material 
that wo have uncovered on Trotsky nor 
On the position we held regarding Trote 
sky's tendency as woll as Oehler's om 
tendency which we show to be Left-Trot- 
Skyism. Since we have been sending mar 
Magazine to Oehler quite regularly wo 
have no déubt that he is fatiliar with 
the facts with respect to Trotsky's 
participaton in the plot of Stalin, 
Zioviev, Kamenev and other traitors 
and deserters of October. Not a single 
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word of refutation ads well as not a 


single word of doubt of the material 
has ever been heard or secon from 
Oechler. We have presented to the work 


ers unimpeachable evidence which shows 

thut during Lenin's illness Trotsky 

playod false and doublo-crossed Lenin 
and traded the cause of the workors 

for tne mirage of a collective buroc- 
ratic control of the first workers 

Stute. Trotsky helped Stalin to trauns- 
form the Twelfth Congress of the Party, 
in April 19¢3 — the very Congress at 

which Lenin from his sick Doon en- 
trusted Trotsky to fling the "oomb" at 
Stulin — into u Stulinist Gongrosse 

Trotsky betraycd into the hands of 
Stalin the Goorgiun Coniunists,Mdivani, 
Macheradze and others whom Lenin sup- 
ported and whe on the floor of the 
Congress complained against tho Stalin- 
ist burocratism in Georgie ne 
records or the proceedings of the léth 
Congress indicate unmistakubly where 
Trotsky stood. The resolutions pro- 
viously concocted and agreod upon by 
the Stalinist clique were adopted 
UNANIMOUSLYe We have brought to light 
Trotsky's ghastly crime aguinst the 
masses. Trotsky together with Zinoviov, 
Bukharin and other Stalinists wero the 
chief organizers of the betrayal of 
the German working cluss in the Autum 
of 1923. While waking fake gestures 
of opposition in the face of a formid- 
able drive against hile Brotsky voted 

together with Stalin for tie December 
5tn, 1923 rogolution on Party building. 
This resolution contained porfectly 
elipty words about the dunger of buroc- 
ratism, completely saielding the Stal- 
inist devolo,ment. Trotsky's entire 
line during the fiercest attacks upon 
him und upon the uanti-Stulinist work 
ers wno foll into his trup was a linc 

of peacceniaking und gonciliation. 

Caught in the coils of the burocratic 


snare in tle making of which he active- 


ly participated, 
present day has 


Trotsky up to the 
been concealing tho 
trus story of the rise and mothods of 
Stalinisin. Up to his ears in the 
bloody miro of Stalinism, Trotsky liod 
to the workers that Lenin left no 
testament, tiat Stalin was building 
revolutionary parties, when the very 
cause of Leninisim and the October ree 
volution were being destroyed. We 
have shown that Trotsky's treason ex- 


éended int& all the phases of tho Stal- 
inist dovelopment, even on the ques— 
tion of building Socialism in ono 
country, Wnich fakery Trotsky supvport~ 

ed for some time after it had been in 

troduced by Stalin in the Fall of 1924, 
By now Ochlor without doubt Imows the 

facts, yet in "analyzing" our position 

he kecps mum on the whole question of 

the prosent-day Trotskyism, which we 

have shown to be organically connected 

with Stalinism. Oehler doos not chal- 

lenge our facts. He simply turns his 
cdack upon thom in another section of 

his articlo. He dishes out to the 

workers tho following pro-Trotskyist 

deception: 


".0-.-..the Trotskyist movement. 
took form in 1923-24 as tho MARXISN 
TRUNK of the Commnist Intornation- 
al in the struggle against Stalin- 
ist revisionism. But serious org~ 
anizational and political errors 
undermined its base fromthe time 
of its formation and  sgstrugslo, 
through the Chineso Revolution .and 
up to the defoat in Gormany and the 
victory ofsBitlers*) (Ibid.alpeads 
My emphasis - G.M.) 


Oochlor speaks ofTrots k y's 
"erpors." An error is an unconscious, 
unintontional misstep within the bounds 
of the Bolshevik lina which in general 
fights against opportunism, in the in- 
terest of the proletariat. But Trot- 
sky's line from 1922 on was no longer 
@ Bolshovik line. It was opportunist 
throughout and was expressed in his 
words to Kamenev: "I am against re- 
moving Stalin." That was not an error 
but a deofinito pro-Stalinist position, 
diametrically opposed to Lenin's lino 
which was for the removal of Stalin 
and his entire clique. Trotsky nover 
made an "orror" in the pro-Stalinist 
line, that is, he never reverted to 
Leninistae From 1922 on and up to the 
present day Tpotsky's entire line hag 
been an unbroken chain of renegadism 
and betrayals of the workers. His line 
ran through the Fourth Congress of the 
Cele at which he helped Zinoviev to 
lay down the Rightist trap named by 
them "Workers and Pcasants Goveznmont," 
by which means they stranglod the Geor- 
man workers in 1923. Trotsky's line 
ran through the Thirteonth Congress of 
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the Party, in 19<4, whero he holpod 
Stalin to pufover the "Leninist levy," 
that marked a new stage of tha dburoc- 
ratizatiorn of the Party. 7 ro tsiy's 
line ran througn his “solitical’ acli- 
day" which lasted to Octover 1, 1926. 
His line can te seen in the wretcned 
and cYisainal decleration of Ocvober 
16, 1925, in which he vledjed to del- 
iver into the clutches of Stalin all 

Oppositionists who attempted to break 
Stalin's discipline. Trotsky's treach- 
erous line ran through his support to 
Stalin during “the tloody ‘days of 
Shanghai when the Party was seething 
witn excitement, and when tho Onposi- 
tion workers raised their heads and 
receivea buckets of cold water from 
their chief misleader. Trotsky's prc- 
Stalinist, anti-Leninist line is 
plainly manifest in his platform of 
AS ACER ews) CEN ae he proclaimed "UNITY AT 
ALL COS?S. 


If Marxist. is a policy whicn con- 
troaciery, 


sists of lics, treason, 


crimes ani ondless betrayals of the 
world proletariat then Trotsky since 
Lenin's illness is without any doub t 
a Marxist and so £% Stalin. Ono read- 
ing Oshler can't holp asking, now that 
the tacts are available and can te as- 
certained by anyons wno wisnes to take 
the trouble to do so. Is it ignormce 
on Ochlor‘s part or purest fakory? We 
netics that Oshler does not entirely 
ignore the question of Yrotsky. In 
the same article he takes the Field- 
ites to task for tail-ending Trotsky, 
for proposing negotiations to the 
Trotskyites, but this superficial crit- 
icism is obvicusly a cover for Oehler’s 
own role of snieldins one who not any 
less, and in fact very much more than 
Many a Stalinist is rosponsible for 
the rise of the Stalinist monstrosity 
and the present tragedy of the world 
proletariat. Megee dt ignorance on 
Oehler's part or purest fakory? We 
have'a strong suspicion. 


ne a 


‘74 HERE is, of course, some diffic- 

| ulty in provigg to members of an 
opportunist organization that they are 
expousing the cause of the enomies of 
the proletariat. Unable to distin- 
guish Marxisi from opportunism, they 
allow their minds to absorb the ideo- 
logy of the onemmy. The most vicious 
mental poison becomes a calmly accept- 
ed part of their daily life. 


A deplorable example is the org- 
anization which, oddly erough, styles 
itself the League for a hevolutionary 
Workers Party, and whose members are, 
politically speaking,at swords! point 
with us for our insistence tuat, ob- 
jectively, they are an aid to Stalin, 
Trotsky and the bourgeoisie. In pre- 
vious issues of our bulletin we indic- 
ated the essential political charactor 
Of the Les WeP. What we take up at 


THE LeiteWePe GIVES 
AND "DFMOCRACI“S" 


A HAND TO STALIN 


present is 
correctness of our 
Orsanization. 


but some addol proof of the 
estimate of this 


Marxism teaches the workers that 
present-auay society is torn by a fierce 
strugele of classes which stand in ir 
reconcilable antaconism to one another. 
Tho modern class of slave-holders, the 
Bourgeoisie, through ingenious idcolog- 
ical Jevices, chloroforms its slave, the 
proletariat, to dlind it the more soc- 
urely to the capitalist systere To 
muddy the consciousness of the workers, 
the capitalists and their agents within 
the workers! ranks direct the thinking 
of their victims into "classless" chan- 
nols. The mental picture of capitalist 
slavo society is willfully twistod and 
instead of the bourgeoisie and the pro- 
letariat the workers behold "producers 
and consumers"; instead of imperialist 


robber statos he sees “poaco-loving" 


democracies and ggsressive Fascist camt- 


ries. The revolutionists, on the 


other hand, carry on a relentless strug- 


gle against tne bourgeois ideological 


plague. They do their utmost to clear 
the workers! thinking and make then 
understand that the world is divided 
not into "cossuners" and "producers" 
but into classes, the exploited and 


exploiters, the workers and the capit— 
alists. Tne opportunists lay down a 
program which in some subtle way come 
pels the workers to defend the inter- 
ests of their exploiters. The Marx 
dsts, on the other hand, pursues a 
policy which will free the workers 
from the clutches of the opportunist s 
and will sct the masses in motion for 
the revolutionary overthrow of their 

Oppressorse The whole matter is so 
elementary that only "Bolsheviks" who 
lack Marxist oducation, or conscious 
deceivers of tho proletariat don't ro~ 
cOgnize it and adultcrate Marxis me 
Today this adulteration of Marxism and 
poisoning of tne toilin; masses with 
"classless" bourgeois ideas and pro- 
grams are being conducted in certain 
concsets historical surroundings. In- 
creasing tne labor week bo 60 hours, 
and intensifying the exploitation of 


the German workers, the German dour 


eoisic is becoming the keenost compet— 
itor of the British and American cap-— 
italists in South America and othor 
markets. The increase of duty against 
wares mate in Germany coupled with 
waycott are strong means to roduce the 
German compotitors. And in theso cir- 
cunistances the L.ReWePe has given the 
workers the following line purporting 
to represent a Marxist policy of 
Class struggle: 


"For a Producers? and Consuzers! 
BOVCOCUmE Olen tans C Ln Gael count — 
rios!" (Workers! Voice, Dec.1938.) 


This is not merely a line of 
class collaboration and assistance to 
the "democratic" bourgooisie of Canada 
the United Sates and of other "democ— 


racies" to compete succossfully with 
Germany and Japan. In the present 
political sdting, with Stal ini sm 


carrying out its betrayals through the 
rightist line of "Domocracy vs Fascism" 
and "Boycott Fascist Goods$" and.with 
Trotskyist: giving tho Popular Front 
line "critical" support, this line of 
the LeReVeP. is a direct aid to Stalin 
and Trotsky. To our knowledge, this 
line has never boon repudiated. 


GM. 


A NEW LEFT-TROTSKYIST GROUP 


HROUGH a recont split in the Oeh— 
ler erganization, a new group has 
been formed, the Communist Workers 
Groupe From the start the group mani- 
fests complete lack of knowing the bas- 
ic distinction in the tasks between a 
Marxist party which is duty-bound to 
carry on work among the masses and an 
initial Marxist propaganda group which 
concentrates all its energies in the 
idéologico-polit&cal fight against the 
existing opportunist organizations t o 
clear the field fer the building of 
the central nucleus of the future 
party. The leaders of the Communist 
Workers Group imagine that a small 


propaganda group can fulfill the func- 
tion of a Party —— 


.. "(he Communist Workers Group 
will work as a propaganda group 
with a mass orientation." (The 


Workers Banner, June 1939, pe 2.) 


With this contradictory position 

as its point of departure the C.W.G, 
as all other "mass-line" groups, is 
out to plow the ground, plant the 
seed, and simultaneously garner the 
ripe graine This is but the simple 
mass-line devise employed by Cannon, 
Lovestone and other opportunists to 
(Continued, dn page 39) 


By de CeHunter 


ie VERY occurrence in the political 
‘4. framework of capitalism serves as 
ax: object lesson to teach the work- 
jng class the nature of the capitalist 
system in its various aspects. The 
opportunists in tho camp of labor,like 
the bourgooisie themselves, strive to 
conceal the truth and to paint a false 
picture of reality. farxists, on the 
otacr hand, utilize each incident to 
expose to the understanding of tho 
toilors the bourgooisie and their 
labor-opportunist co-workers. 


The freeing of TOM MOONEY for ex- 
ample reveals these tondencies in a 
glaring light. We see the bourgeois 
wolf in its sheep4s clothing, and the 
opportunists with the Stalinist gang 
at their head struggling to tho best 
of thoir ability to help tho bourgeoi- 
sic conceal their truce wolf's form. 


By frocing Mooney, the American 
bourgeoisio have, with the aid of tho 
opportunists, succoeded in extricating 
thomsslves from a very uncomforta b le 
situation. Mooney's detention in 
prison for s0 many years on obviously 
trumpod-up evidonce has been a bone in 
the throat of the bourgeoisie especial- 
ly whenever, like today, they try to 
uso liberalist demagogy as a means of 
retaining the support of the working- 
Class. Aftor holding Mooney in prison 
for twenty-two years, the bourgeoisie 
now decided to set him free, The fol- 
lowing questions arise: 1) How was 
Mocney's lifo saved in the first place; 
2) What happonod subsoquently to pre- 
vent tho completo liberation for so 
mony years; 3) How does it happen that 
tue. bourgseolsioc have now freed Mooney; 
and 4) What problems face the workers 
in cornection with this case which is 
far from being closed. 


"POSITIVE OPPORTUNISM 
VERSUS 
UNEGATIVE" MARXISM 


“Russian Bolsheviks. 


HOW MOONEY'S LIFE WAS SAVED 
IN 2917 


OONEY'S life was saved originally 

by the revolutionary action of the 
The Bolshevik de- 
monetration in Petrograd on April 23, 
1917 and others which followed, a 
symptom éf the general revolutionary 
ferment throughout the working class, 
whook up the American bourgeoisie con- 
siderably. The Bolsheviks made it 
clear to the Amorican ambassador, 
David R. Francis, that his own life 
was not safe if Mooney was hanced. 
Whereupon, after a cable from Francis 
to President Wilson, Mooney's death 
schtencée was commuted to life 
imprisonment. 


It was not only Moonoy who pro- 
fitod by the revolutionary develop- 
monts in the Russian proletariat. The 
upsurge of the Russian workers culmin- 
ating in the Octobor Revolution and 
victorious civil war resulted ina 
large mumbor of class-war prisoners 
being set free. In Russia itsolf the 
bourgeois. Jails wore emptied of works 
ingclass prisoners, and by exchango of 
hostages the Bolsheviks liberated 
hundreds of radical workers from the 
prisons of several European countries. 
Had the .prolotarian revolution spread 
Over the world, the tens of thousands 
of Moonoys held prisoner by the bour. 
ge0isic everywhere would have come ou 
of their dungeons to seco the dawn of 
new socioty. 


SOCIAL DEMOCRACY FROM 1914 UP TO 
1922 CHIEF SAVIOR OF THE 
BOURGEOISIE 
Lgl uféetunately, the process of 
the proletarian revolution was pre- 
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vented outside of Russia by several 

Opportunist forces. Until 1922, 

Social-Democracy was the spearhead of 

Opportunism in the ranks of labor. 

Supporting the bourgeois-democratic 

form of capitalist dictatorsnip as 

Opposed to reaction from the Right md 
"reaction" from the Left tho Social- 

Democratic loaders prevented the pro- 

lotariat from realizing that its task 
was to destroy all forms of capitalist 

rule. Tho Social-Democratic workers 

wers thus tricked into supporting 
bourgeois dictatorship. Participating 
in bourgeois cabinets, the Social- 

Democratic leaders directly aided tne 

Capitalists in carrying out their 
counter-revolutionary designse Pro- 

letarian revolution was prevented by 
the Social-Democratic leaders in a num 
ber of countries, with Germany and 
Italy the most outstanding examplcse 

By such treacherous tactics, the 
Social~Democratic leaders enabled the 
bourgeoisie to fortify their tottering 
dictatorship. Bourgeois reaction was 
intensified. The prison and the grave 
swallowed up countless thousands of 
Mooneyse 


STALINISM— A NEW 
OPPORTUNIST FORCE 


HE success of the Russian Bolshe- 
P:\ viks in breaking the criminal erb 
of the Social-Democratic leaders on 
the Russian workers opened up the his- 
torical opoch of the collapse of So- 
cial-Democracy on an international 
scale. Had the Leninist trend in the 
workingclass beon maintained, Social- 
Democracy would have been destroyed as 
a force in the proletariat and a tri- 
umphant assault on capitalism would 
have been on the order of the day. 


In 1921-1922, however, there de- 
veloped in the body of the proletariat 
a new opportunist cancer which eventu- 
ally crushed Leninism. The formation 
of the Stalinist clique striving for 
personal power in the first workers 
republic marked the beginning of a 
lor. series of betrayals of the toile 
erg by their leaders. This was a form 
of onportunism unforeseen by any Marx- 
ist.. Recognizing from the very start 
that a new wave of proletarian revolu- 


4ion would crush all forms of oppres- 
sion including tho usurping Stalin 
burocracy, the Stalin clique set about 
to prevent all further revolutionary 
successes by the toilers. It was com 
paratively easy for the Stalin clique 
to win the support of unsuspecting 
radical werkers the world over. No 
worker cGuld ever dream that people on 
tas soil of the Soviet Republic speak- 
ing in glowing terms of the October 
Revolution, of Lenin and of Yecialis: 
had in mind to prevent all further re- 
volutionary developments. Heneceoa, 
scores Of thousands of the most radi- 
cal workers fell into the trap set for 
them by the Stalin clique. he most 
Left section of the proletariat rally- 
ing behind the Stalinist-dominated 
"Comintern" was diverted from the Len- 
inist line by an alteration of ultra- 
Rightist and ultra-Leftist maneuvers 
each of which resulted in a bloody de- 
feat for the toilers.* Stalinist 
treacnery was the prime cause of the 
crushing of the workers in Bulgaria 
and Germany in 19 2 3, in England in 
1926, in China in 1927, again in Ger- 
many in 1933, in Czechoslovakia in 
1938 and in Spain in 1939. France 
looms as the next major country in 


which Stalinism will once more save 
the bourgeoisie and enable them to 


transform thoir rulo from bourgeois- 
democratic to fascist.** This log 
series of defeats enginesred primarily 
by Stalinism with the aid of all the 
Other opportunist forces in labor 's 
camp has left the proletariat today in 
a condition of completo political para- 
lysis. Tho horrible slaughter of the 


* We have presented amass of evidence 
On the Stalinist betrayals in our pre- 
vious Bulletins and in "Stalin,Trotsky 
or Lénin" by George Marlen. 


** Seo our analysis of the desparate 
situation in France in IN DEFENSE @& 
BOLSHEVISM January 1939, Vol.II,#1. The 
roles of Stalinism, Social Democracy, 
Trotsky8sm and Lovestoneism are ex 
posea as assisting bourgeois r 6= 
action and thiactask afofewlutionaries 
in building a new Loninist party is 
Outlined. 
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Spanish workers has alroady sot the 
‘sto for a new wave of roaction. 
Throughout tho world, tho bourgooisio. 
Tespavro to tako advantago of this now 
vrviotarian disastor. In Amorica, tho 
rececs furious assault on tho "roliof" 

svaten by tho Roosevolt rogimo is only 

cro syuptom of tho black situation 

which confronts the magsos through sut 

tho world. Tho crushing of the pro— 

losarien upsurge in Franco sinco July 
1956, a crushing offected by the Stal- 

inigt-.defised Popular Front Government, 
ani tho present ascendance of the 

Daladisr, pre-fascist regime leaves 

the French proletariat prostrato be-~ 

foro bourgeois :reaction. In the face 

of tho deadly march of reaction, the 

worlm@ proletariat confronts its class 

enemy completely deptived of a revoe 

lutionary leadership. There does not 

exist anywhere in the world today a 

revolutionary party to lead the masses 

to victory over tho bourgeoisico or 

even tO put up some sort or effective 

defonse against capitalist assaults. 


THE TACTICS OF THE BOURGEOISIE 


A SSISTED by the opportunists, Stal- 
él \ inist,Trotskyite, Social-Democrat- 
ic, Lovestoncite, etc., in maintaining 
their rule,’ the bourgeoisis have been 
frec tO maneuver with their. usual 
skill. The bourgeoisie, owning the 
capitalist state machine, exercise an 
iron dictatorsnip rogardless of the 
form of thoir rule. Within the bounds 
of their dictatorship, however, the 
bourgeoisie undeS different conditions 
pursuc differont policies. Diving the 
Saccu~-Vanzetti case, for example, the 
posicy of tho bourgeoisie was to 
assassinate thess two radical workers 
under a judicial cover, Millions of 
worlsers all over th> world perticip- 
ated in militant deacnstrations of 
sOlidarity with the imprisoned anar- 
chists. Noverthsless, 211. the enor. 
mous demonstrations could not forc e 
tue bourgeoisie to chaage their course 
and Sacco and Vanzetti were murdered. 


At times,however, the dictatorial 
naturo of bourgeois rules, though not in 
the least altered basically, is not so 
roadily apparent as in the S acc O- 
Vanzectti case. Since no gonuine Bol- 
shovik party has ever existed in the 
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United States, the bourgeoisie have 
been able to keep Mooney and Billings 
in prison for tho past twenty-two 
years. At times, the workors have on- 
gagod in demonstrations and other 
forms of mass prossure but the bour- 
geoisie did: not ~- »move.an inch from 
their position. All the mass protests 
were Opportunist-lod and so did not in 
any way offer a scrious threat to the 
bourgeo.sie. Tho seneral confusion 
anc disruption of the nroletarian move- 
ment throughout the world since the 
ascendance of Stalinism rosulted in 
recent years in the disappearance of 
even a shadow of a struggle by the 
masses to freo Mooney. The whole 
Mooney case resolved itself into legal 
dickerings with the bourgeois courts. 
Noverthcless, in the face of the com 
plete political paralysis of not only 
the American but also of the inter- 
national proletariat, in the face of 
the recent series of colossal prolet- 
arian disasters in Gormany, Ausiria, 
Czechosloy , Spain and France, in 
tho face of,unprecodented univers al 
triumph of bourgeois. reaction, the 
American bourgecisie have suddenly de- 
cided to set Mooney freee To wnat is 
this unexpected burst of capitalist 
"generosity" due? 


At tne present time, the Amorican 
bourgeoisie, their hands unticd by the 
Opportunist-inspired paralysis of tho 
entire proletariat, have roverted to 
liberalist demagogy as a way of re- 
taining the support of the werkers in 
the face of the unparalleled economic 


crisis. Mooney, framed and imprisoned 
for oOvor two decades, is suddenly 
flung to the workers as 4 séne to 


strengthen their allegiance to the 
capitalist class. This "gift" costs 
tho bougedisie little and gains them 

mich. ‘The disagreeablo feature of 
Mooney in jail for so many years when 
the whole world is aware that he was 
framed was a blot on the "domocracy" 
and "Jjusice" alleged to exist in the 
U.S. Now this blot has been "erased". 
The bourgeoisic realize that they are 
perfectly safo in freeing Mconey, evon 
though this is a plain admission ¢ 
thoir guilt, for there exists no re 
volutionary party which will utilize 
this .admissicn of bourgeois guilt to 
expOse the fraud of bourge0is—democra- 
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cys A genuino revolutbuary party 
would use this admission of guilt to 
re-open tho whole Mooncy-Billings case. 
It would press for the prosecution of 
every one of the scoundrels who helped 
frame these two trade unionists and 
wio is still running about loose. The 
wiole system of capitalist "justice" 
would be torn apart and laid bare te- 
fore the eyes of tho workers. Further, 
on the basis of the impotus provided 
by the freoing of Mooney, the revolu- 
tionary party would spur the workers 
to iemand the re-opening of the Sacco- 
Vanzetti casee No stone would bo left 
unturned to avenge the murder of these 
two workingclass victims of bourgeois 
criminality. 


It gocse without saying that if 
such a rovolutionary party cxisted, 
the bourgeoisie would not opon the 
bars of Moonoy's cell as readily as 
they have. hpy weold realizo tha 
dangor of such an admission of guilt, 
and would resist with every ounce of 
strength any move to free Mooney. 
Sinco the workers are today in tho 
hands of the opportunists,however, tho 
bourgeoisie are able to use Mooney as 
a trump card without oven having to 
take the usual gambler's chance. Thus, 
the whole Mooney caso, which, if a 
revolutionary party existed, woull be 
uscd as a club against the bourgecisic, 
has deon turned into a triumph for the 
bourgeoisie. 


Unfortunately, Mooney himself unas 
greatly aidjod the bourgeoisie in their 
erfort to create the illusion in the 
mind of the workers that the wrong 
done has now boen righted. One of his 
first acts upon leaving prison was to 
join the Democratic Party. This is of 
course a sreat feather in the cap of 
tie vourgedisic. Naturally, Mooney 

deserves the respect of overy worker 
for his rejection of the bribe (parole) 
offered him by the capitalists and his 
ursistence on an unconditional pardon. 
But, on the other hand, his move to 
the Right in joining the Democratic 
Party must de recomized as an aid to 
the bourg20is demagogues who are using 
him as bait to snaro the workers. 
Meoney's general attitude has been 
"let bygones be bygones" and — aside 


from his desire to free Billings ~ has 
shown no intention to press the cago 
any further go that the whole criminal 
affair can be exposed before the work- 
ers. This of course plays directly 
into the hands of the bourgeoisic who 
are only too willing to let the wholo 
matter be quietly buried. Whethor or 
not Moonsy continues to let himself 
be used by the bourgeoisie in this 
manner remaius to be seen. As matters 
stand now, however, the victory of the 
bourgeoisie and the confusion of the 
workers are immense. 


HOW THE OPPORTUNISTS AID THE 
BOURGZOISIE 


1. The Stealinists 
q TANDING at tho head of the huge 
aed Why Of opportunist scoundrels who 
have boen leading tho toilers through 
a soa of bl0od ars the Stalinist buro- 
crats. The criminal crew works to 
prevent proletarinn revolution which 
is a menace to tho oppressive turoc- 
racy now strangling tho Russian masses. 
Realizing that Marxism opens the path 
to successful proletarian revolution, 
tho Stalinists' game is to shunt the 
workers under their domination away 
from the Marxist line into ultra-left- 
ist and ultra-riphtist directions. 
During an ultra-loft zigzag, tho Stal- 
inists give the workers an extreme 
loftist orientation toward the other 
forms of oOpnortunism in tho workers 
ranks and toward tho bourscoisic. Thus 
during tho last ultra-loft zisgeaag 
(1929-1934), tho Amorican Stalinists 
tried to croate the illusion that the 
bourgeois-demoecratic regime of Roogo-~ 
volt was fascist in political osssence: 


"Roosevelt's prosram is the same 
as that of finance capital the warld 
over. It is a program of hunger, 
fascization ani imporialist war.... 
The New Deal is not develoned fas- 
cism. But in political ossence and 
in direction it is the same as 
Hitlorés program." (Earl Browder, 
"Communism in the United States", 
p. 31. Our emphasis.) 


This loftist zigzag was markod by tha 
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Stalinist workers being hurlod by 
their loaders into maniacal, aivontur- 
ist assaults against tho bourgeoisie 
anc thoir arme4 forces. The Stalinist 
workers in the Leftist zigzag are also 
flunz against tho Social-Domocratic 
workors, whose potty-bourseois domoc- 
ratic organization is labelled social- 
fascist, by which tho St.linists mont 
that the socialists are socialists in 
words, but in deeds,in actunlitz, they 
aro fascists: 


"Socialists in words, fascists 
in deods! That is what social fas~ 
cisni means. LtG0 at accumu, 
scientific,descriptive term applied 
to the Socialist Party." (Earl 
Browdor, "The Meaning of Sodial- 
Fascism", pp. 14-15.) 


Tae wild battles staged by the Stalin- 
ist Durocrats betweon their followers 
andi the Socialist workers simply re- 
flected the ultra-leftist orientation 
of this period of Stalinism. By such 
treacherous tactics, tho Stalinist 
workers wore naturally prevented from 
uncerstandings the nature of bourgeois- 
democracy and social-democracy and tho 
nature of Fascism, heneo a Leninist 
strugs;le against thom was effectively 
prevented. 


Wacn the bloody triumph of Hitler 
in 1933 made these ultra-leftist tac-~ 
tics a sourco of discontent and re- 
sontment aronget the Stalinist rank~ 
and-file, the burocrats shrowdly drop- 
ped them so as not to l10se their 
victims. Again an ultra-rishtist 
maneuver (Popular Frontism) was eub- 
stituted co divert the Stalinist work 
ers fron the Marxist road. In the 
ultra-leftist orgy of Stalinism, the 
burocrats describe the bourgeois—demo- 
crats and the social-democra ts as 


identical with the fascists. But in 
the ultra-rightist zigzaz, they sing 
an entirely different tune. The 


“Sascist" -Roosevelt now becomes a 
friond of the "p e o p 1 e" who fights 
against reaction: 


"In 1936 the people won a bril- 
liant victory over the reactionary 
camp,in the ovorwhelming electoral 
sucecsses Of Roosevelt and the Now 


Deal....." (Earl Browier, "The Dawto- 
ratic Front", Pe 10. 


The "fascist" social—denocrats must no 
longer be destroved: 


"No, w@ 40 ‘not look upon the 
united front as a means of doing 
awgy with tho Socialist Party." 
(Earl Browler, Daily Worker, 
October 19, 1935.) 


On the contrary: 


"Conmnists 


do not want a weak 


Socialis: Party which is no asset 
to the working class. They urge 


the Socialists to join the struggle 
for the united front Secavso it 
Will strengthen both the Socialist 
Party and the Cormunist Party and 
thus strengthen tho working, class." 
(Harl Browder, "hat is Conminian', 
pe 112. Ovr ompnasis.) 


Hero, then, is the essence of the zig- 
zag method by which Stalinism prevents 
proletarian revolution. In the ultra~ 
left zigzas, the workérs are confused 
on the nature of bourgeois—domocracy 
ani social-democracy which thoy are 
tricked into identifying with fascism. 
Bot: bourgeois—-domocracy as a form of 
bourgeois dictatorship and  social- 
democracy as a form of potty-bourgeois 
democratic opportunism acting in the 
interests of the bourgeoisie remain 
intact, for tho workers aro invbived 
in futile and disastrous leftist 
strugsles. Meanwhile, politically 
confused and wunier tho illusion that 
they are pursuing a Leninist policy, tho 
workers are left nelpless in the face 
of the transformation of bourgeois 
rule from the bourgeois-democratic 
form to the fascist form. Gormany of 
1929-1933 is tho outstanding oxamplo 
of this kind of Stalinist maneuver. 


In tho ultra-rightist zigzag, the 
workers are made to rely on and col-~ 
laborate with the "fascists" of yester~ 
day, the Dovurgodis-democrats and the 
sOcial-domocrats, and are told that 
they must strengthen them. The bourg 
edis-democrats arc now the friends of 
the people and the social-democrats 
are a proletarian party which operates 
in the interests of the toilers. In 
tho prosent ultra-rightist zi —-zag 
(Popular Frontism), the Stalinists, in 


order to corral the workors behind the 
bourgeois-democrats, have adopted the 


old social-democratic trick of avoid- 
ing giving "democracy" a class char- 
actorization, as bourgeois-democracy, 
and speak of domocracy-in-general. 
Thus, Browder tells the workers: 


"The Cormunist Purty is the most 
conscious, the most active, the 
moet loyal, the most courageous, tue 
mest disciplined army in the atrug- 


Glo for democracy and peace, and 
through democracy, to socialisa." 


"The Democratic 
Our emphasis.) 


(Earl Browder, 
Front", pe 94. 


And again: 


"Wea are forging ever stronger 
the indispensible weapon for every 
stage in the struggle, which will 
finally carry us through democracy 
to socialism — the Cormunist Party." 
(Ibid., pe 95. Our omphasis.) 


Lenin pointed out: 


"A liberal naturally speaks of 
‘democracy! in general; but a Marx- 
ist will never forget to ask: for 
what class?" (V. I. Lenin, Selected 
Works, Ena Ede, Vol. VII, p. 12F.) 


Tais liberalist, anti~Marxist fraud of 
Browder's is perpetrated +0 conceal 
tho class character of "democracy" un- 
der capitalism, its nature as a form 
of bourgeois dictatorship. Faith in 
"democracy" in general (as now taught 
by the Stalinists)is a petgy-bourgeois 
illusion which, however, does not for 
a moment fool the dig vourgeoisie. 
Lenin explained: 


"Furthermore, faith in 'democe 
racy' in general as a universal 


panacea, and failure to understand 


that this democrasy is bourgeolg 
democracy, historically limited in 


its efficacy and its necessity, 
have for decades and centuries held 
particularly strong sway over the 
petty bourgeoisie of all countricse 
The big bourgeois is casc-hardened; 
he knows that under capitalism a 
democratic republic, like every 
othes form of state, is nothing mt 
a machine for the suppression of 
the proletariat. The big bourgeois 
knows this from his intimates 


acquaintance with the real leaders 
and with the most profound (and 


therefore frequently the most con- 
coaled) springs of every bourzeois 


state machine." (V.I.Lenin, Selected 
Works, Eng. Ed., Vol.VIII, pp. 147 
148. Emphasis in the original.) 


Because of the economic structure of 
capitalism, there can be no such thing 
as democracy-in-general; there can be 


Only bourgeois-democracy, a form of 
bourgeois rule which the bourgeois 


itself creates or abolishes in accord- 
ance with the necessities of the 
situation: 


"Acquainted as we are with Marx- 
ism, we never for a moment doubted 
the truth that, owing to the very 
economic structure of capitalist 
socioty, the deciding factor in 
that socicty can be either the pro- 
letariat or the bourgeoisie. We 
now sce many former Marxists — 
among the Mensheviks, for example — 
wno assort that in a periiod of de- 
Cisive struggle between the prolet— 
ariat and the bourgeoisie domocracy 
in general can prevail....As though 
the bourgooisie itself deos not 
create or abolish democracy as it 
finds most convenient for itgolf! 
And if this is 80, thero can be no 
question of democracy in fenoral & 
a time of acute struggle botwoen th 
bourgeoisie and the proletariat." 
(V.I.Lenin, Selected Works, Eng.Ed. 
Volume VIII, pe 167. Emphasis in 
the original. 


Unequivocally Lenin taught: 


"The most democratic bourgeois 
republic was never, nor could it be 
anything else than a machine with 
Walch capital suppressed the toil- 
ers, an instrument of the politcal 
rule of capital, of the dictator- 
ship of the bourgeoisie." CV care 
Lenin, Selected Works, Eng. Ed., 
Vol. he) Ganson36.) 


In his effort to hortie the workers to 
the bourgeooisic, Browder during the 
ultra-Right zigzag not only conmeeals 
the hourgeoig nature of "democracy" un 
der capitalism, but feeds the work 
ers tho stale social-democratic lie 


about marching "through dcomocracy to 
socialism." Lenin emphasized again 
ani again that, if the workers ars to 
be prepared for the proletarian dict- 
atorship, they must have explainoefl to 
them the bourgeois character of Mdomo- 
emacy" under capitalism, that the slo- 
gan of "defense of democracy" mmst be 
exposed as a bourgeois slogan: 


"Hence, preparation for tne dice 
tatorsnip of tho proletariat not 
only requires that the bourgeois 
character of all reformism, of all 
defence of democracy, waile private 
ownership of the means of produc- 
tion is preserved, shall be ox- 
plained, it not only requires the 
exposure of the trends which, in 
fact, imply the defence of the 
bourgeoisio within the labor nove— 
mont, but it algo roquires that the 
old leaders bo replaced by Cornmn- 
ists in proletarian organizations 
of absolutely all typos, not only 
political, but also industrial, co- 
operative, educational, etc. The 
more prolonged, completo and firmly 
established the rule of baurgeois 
deriocracy has been in a given cartry, 
the more has the bourgeoisie succeed— 
ed in securing tho appointment to 
such leading posts of people whom it 
has trained,who are saturated with 
its views and projudices and whom, 
very often,it has bought directly or 
indirectly." (V.I.Lenin, S o locted 
Works, Enge Ba. “VO Xy pp- 168-16 9 
Our omphasise) 


It rust not be thought that the 
Stalinist burocrats do not uderstand 
the true nature of bourgeois-democracy 
as a form of capitalist dictators iipe 
They are entirely familiar with the 
Leninist position. During the ultra 
left zigsag, when their basically 
counter-revolutionary line was teing 
camouflaged with some correct Leninist 
statoments, the Stalinist burocrats 
wrote s 


"Woat are the ideas, the miscon- 
coptions, whth which the social-~ 
fascists confuse and disarm the 
workurs? First, is the idea that 
fascism ig the opposite of capital- 
3st doaocracy, and this democracy 
is therefore the meang of combating 
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and defeating fascism. This false 
idea sorves a double purpose. Bz 
means of counterposing ‘democracy 
against dictatorship', it tries to 
hide the fact that the canitalist 
'democracy' is only a form of the 
Capitalist dictatorshipe...." (Earl 
Brovwder,) "Communism | in)’ the U.S.) . 
pe 28. Our emphasis.) 


The aim of the Browders is to prevent 
tho rise of a new proletarian dictator- 
ship and therefore during the ultra 
rigat zigzag they maneuver by conceal-~ 
ing the bourgeois nature of "democracy" 
under capitalism and by feeding the 
workers the poisonous, "social-fascist" 
slogan of "defence of democracy." Tho 
ultra-right zigzag, like the ultra 
left, fulfills tho Stalinist ain of 
keeping the toilers chained to 
capitalism. 


In the Mooney case, tho criminal- 
ity of Stalinism stands out in its 
usual hideous form. By its ultra-left 
and ultra-right maneuvers, Stalinism 
since 1923 has enabled the bourgeoisie 
to crush the working class into the 
dirt, so that millions of Mooneys have 
teen sent to tho grave arid prison. To 
conceal fron the toilers the political 
paralysis of the proletariat which has 
given the bourgeoisie an opportunity 
to turn the Mooney case into a bourg- 
eois victory, the Stalinist burocrats 
crys 


"Mooney's releaso is correctly 
considerod a great victory for the 
working people." (Pravda, quoted in 
the Daily Worker, Jan. 11, 1939.) 


Loud howling about tho "triumph of 
derocracy"’ is part of the Rightist 
line of the Stalinist burocrats in the 
Mooney case. Tragically enough, Mooney 
himself has been caught in the Stalin- 
ist trap. He repeats word for word 
the Stalinistpoison of the ultra~ 
right zigzag: 


"Today, the fight in the world 
is between democracy on the one 
hand and fascism on the other." 
(Tom Mooney, quoted in the Daily 
Worker, Jan. 9, 1939.) 


But "democracy" under capitalism is al 


Ze 


ways bourgeois democracy, and bourg- 
eois-democracy and fascism fundament- 
ally, in their class nature, are simp- 
ly two forms of bourgeois rule whose 
aim is to effect the same ends, oppres— 
gion and exploitation of the toilers. 
Bouxrgeois-democracy and fascism are 
not identical, as the Stalinists say 
in the ultra-left zigzag, nor are they 
opposed to each other, as the Stalin- 
isus say in the ultra-right zigzag. 
Bourgecis-democracy and fascism are 
both equally the instruments of t he 
pow geoisie for the exercise of their 
dictatorship. By supporting bourgeois 
democracy one supports bourgeois dic- 
tatorship end facilitates the trans- 
formation of this form of bourgeois 
rule into Fascism. In Czechoslovakka, 
Austria, Spain and France we see the 
disastrous fesults of the Stalinist 


moving Stalin" (L.Trotsky, "My Life", 

pe486); denying the existence of Len- 

in's "will" which called for Stalin's 
removal, with the outright lic that 

"Comrade Lahin has not left any 'will'; 
the character of his relations to the 
Party and the character of the Party 
itself, excludes the possibility of 
such a 'will'.....All talk with rogard 
to a concealed or mt&lated ‘will’ is 
nothing but a despicable lic." (L. 
Trotsky, Inprecorr, septe 3, 1925, 
pel1005); avoiding any struggle against 
Stalin and preferring defeat at the 
hands of this renegade from Communisn, 
as Trotsky stated himself, "To the 
last possibility, I avoided the strug- 
gle.....thore are victories which lead 
into a blind alley, and there are de- 
feats which open up new ways." (L. 
Trotsky, "What Happened and How", Six 


and social-democratic success in tying 
the workers to bourgeois-—democracy. Tho 
bourgeoisie in Czechoslovakia and 


Articles for the Bourgeois Press, pe34), 
Trotsky greased the path of the criming 
al Stalin gang to its ghastly victory.* 


Spain have already transformed their 
rule from bourgeois-democracy to fas-— 
cism. And in France they are well on 
their way in this transformation, be~ 
cause there is no revolutionary party 
to halt this process by overthrowing 
bourgeois rule. Unless a revolution~ 
ary party arises in time,a bloody fate 
awaits all workers , 


2e The Trotskyi#ts 


The Stalinist degeneration of the 
Russian Conmmunist Party and the Comin- 
tern has given rise to a mumber of ten- 
dencies which pretend to stand in op- 
position to Stalinism but actually as- 
sist it each in its own way. Of all 
the “anti-Stalinist" cooperators with 
Stalinism, the Trotskyite >burocrats 
are the leaders. Present-day Trotsky- 
ism has its origin in Trotsky's at- 
tempt to get into the good graces of 
the Stalinist clique despite their 
scheme to make him their chief scape- 
goat. From the very beginning of 
Stalinism, Trotsky performed every 
service in his power for the burocrat- 
ic usurpers. Directly sabotaging Len- 
in's plan to remove Stalin from the 
post of General Secretary of the R.C.P. 
by his comforting assurance to Kamanev, 
Stalin's ally, that "I am against re- 


Ever since Stalin, pursuing his policy 
of raising himself to ev e regreater 
burocratic heights by framing and des- 
troying the other major political fig- 
ures in the S o v ie t Union, finally 
kicked Trotsky out of Russia, Trotsky 
has been keeping up a f ac eesaving 
"attack" on Stalinism. All his "anti- 
Stalinist" mnoiso, however, did not 
prevent Trotsky during the first 


period of his exile from directly | 
preaching confidence in the Stalinist 


"Party" up to and even for some time 
after the rise of Hitler. Thus,as 
late as 1932, on the eve of their be- 
ins:;delivered to Hitler by the Stalin 
crew, Trotsky told the German workers, 
"All eyes to the Communist Party}! (L. 
Trotsky,"Germany, What Next", p. 185); 
and in the year before fed them the 
connter-revolutionary lia that to pro- 
pése to create a new party in place of 
the criminal Stalinist outfit meant 
that the victory of the fascists was a 
certainty: "Hugo Urbahns,who considers 
Yimself a 'Left Communist’, declares 
the Gorman party bankrupt, politically 
done for, and proposes to create a new 
party. If Urbahns were right,it. would 
mean that the victory of the Fascists 
is certain" (L. Trotsky, "Germany ~ 
The Key to the International Situ. 
ation",p.30). Trotsky told the work. 
ers that he was unshakably convinced 
that victory over Fascism inGer 


* Wo have presented more materi 
Rane erate Stee se pe me ee 


was possible under the given con— 
ditions! In other words, with "cor- 
rected" Stalinism as the leacer of the 
German workingclass: 


"We are unshakably convinced 
that the victory over the Fascists 
is possible — not after their con 
ing to power, not after five, ten 
or twonty years of their rule, but 
how, under the given conditions, in 
the coming months and weeks." (L. 
Trotsky, "Germany — The Key to the 
International Situation", p. 31.) 


The Mooney case, like everything 
political, reveals to the core the 
rottenness of Trotskyist opportunism, 
Here is the Trotskyist picture of tho 
forces that released Mooney: 


"We are proud to recall, in wel- 
coming Tom Mooney, that he was 
saved fro: tne hangman's noose by 
the independent class action of the 
labor militants of Russia and tho 
United States-...ee. And at boftom, 
it wes that kind of action the 
finnlly forced the ruling class, 
Which planned his judicial assassin- 
ation, to relinguisnh its prey." 
(Socialists Appeal, !e di 4 -o'r'i al, 
Jan. 14, 1939, pe 4) 


Nothing can be more profitable to tne 
Stalinist traitors than this criminal 
fostering ot the illusion that toda; 
there exists in the workingclass "That 
kind of action" that saved Mooney's 
life in 1917. Whoever conceals the 
fact that the paralysis of the working- 
Class engineered by Stalinism and 


other opportunist forces that placed 
the initiative in the Mooney cage in 
the hands of the bourgeoisie renders 


Stalinism and the bourgeisio the 
highest nossible service. The Stalin- 
ist burocrats constantly drum into the 
head of the workors that the masse s 
are passing from victory to victory. 
This lie, ofcourse, conceals the w- 
broken series of defeats suffered by 
tue toilers since the rise of Stalin- 
ism. It also prevents the workers 
from seeing in advance tho future de- 
feats which stare them in the face un- 
less Stalinism and every form of op~ 
portunism are destroyed and a new ro- 
volutionary party is created. Here is 


how Shachtman enlightens Mooney on 
se cause Of his lengthy imprisonment: 


"Doesn't Tom Mooney know that 
the reason why American labor fail- 
ed for more than 20 years to force 
his release from prison was that it 
did not act as an independent class 
force, was because it was tied hand. 
anc foot, because it was mentally 
subjugated to the two capitalist 
parties?" (Socialist Appeal, Jan. 
21, 1939, Emphasis in the original.) 


Thus,according to the implication 
in Shachtman's article Mooney was im 
prisoned for over twenty years because 
there wags no independent class force. 
But apparently such a force has appear- 


ed on the scene today and forced 
Mooney's releasco. What force is that, 
then? Stalinism? Social Democracy? 


A.F.of L. and the C.1.0. —- the oppor- 
tunist trade unions tied to the bourg- 
eOisie? The millions of vnorganized 
workors, blind followers of the Repub- 
lican and Democratic Parties? Or per- 
haps the Trotskyist Socialist Workers 
Party itself? — Which, of courss, has 
not sucdenly appeared on the scene. On 
the surface Shachtman's article sounds 
like powerful Marxist clarification. 
But after reading Shachtman's article, 
Mooney will still not know that Ameri- 
can, (and international), labor was 
subjugated to the bourgeoisis, and for 
that matter still is, because Stalin- 
ism assisted by Trotsky and others, 
crushed Leninism and so assisted in 
keeping countless Mooneys in prison. 
Not a word will be found in Trotskyite 
writings on the Mooney case to point 
out that dve chioefly to the criminal 
role played by Stalinism Mooney was 
kept in prison in the last 17 years. . 


It is of course no accident that 
tie Trotskyites are silent on the re- 
lation of Stalinist treachery to the 
plight of the Mooneys of the world. A 
genuing exposure of Stalinism and of 
the reasons for its success would re- 
Quire an exposure of Trotsky's role as 
an aid to Stalinism. The consequence 
of such self-exposure by the Trotsky- 
ite burocrats ia obvious. very honest 
worker would shrink from these Judases 
in disgust and on the revolutionary 
day of reckoning would know how to 


deal with them. And so tne dastardly 
Trotskyite game remains to snire at 
Stalin frog time to time by terling 
the interndional worke#s that Stalin 
wisleads them because ho cannot sunder~ 
stand Leninism, bccause he was too 
busy building socialism in Russia all 
by itself, because hea cannot read 
French, etc., otc. But mast basic or 
all is tho Trotskyite desire to avoid 
tno struggle against Stalinism by pur- 
suing & shaa "mags lino" and concott 
ing & ourocratic outfit, tae fako 
Fourth International. The workers of 
the world will never learn the truta 
from Trotslq7isine 


3. The Ochlerites and Mienovites 
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distcry shows that one can de 
twice-removed from Stalin's and Trot- 
sky's "Internaticnals" and still walk 
in tho Stalinist and the Trotskyist 
tracks. One line of political devel- 
opment in the present era of the col- 
lapse of Marxisz. as a living force in 
ths workingcelass is to pass from Stal- 
inism to Trotsikyisn and from Trotsky- 
isa to "mass line" howling against 
capitalisn: in general. The origin or 
this varicty of confusion is a lack of 
understanding of the nature of Stalin- 
jie:, Trotsisyism and tuo task of build~ 
in; a new revolutionary Purty. Dahse 
gmall group "mass line" opportunists, 
gucn as tho Ovhlerites, micnovitecs, 
Fieldites, Stammites, otc., seek to 
win the masses of workers prior to de- 
stzuying tho major opportunist forces, 
Stalinism,Social Democracy, Trotskyisi 
and Lovestoncism, Thomselves confused 
on the nature of tnose vrands of On~ 
portunisn, the midget "muss liners 
do not see tue major opportunist Torres 
ag a steno wall standing between tier. 
anil tae masses. Te tho small group 
"mass liners" tuo road to the masses 
%s-mot.as Lenin proved) 2%. 5640.6, 
tarcurgi the vanguard of the prolet- 
ariat, but is around the vanguard 
"“eirestly" to the backward strata of 
tia totlors. Therefore, the “mass 
liners" do notAim at winning the van~ 
gard away fron tae major opportunists 
in whose murderous clutches they now 
lio ~rostrate. Naturally, these "“nass 
kiners" are not concerned with the ex- 
rosure of Stalinism and tao other op 
portunist gangse 


° Inevitably, a false political 
line rosults in o distortion of real- 
ity —— and in assisting the opportun- 
ist forces and the bourgeoisic. Danc- 
ing avtor the Stalinists and Trotsky- 
ists, tno small "mass liners" paint a 
rosy picture of the Mooney situation. 
The Oshlerites give the workers tho 
conforting, but utterly false assurance: 


"“Mocney's freedom is not the ro- 
sult of the 'goo0d' sovernor Olson, 
or Of the New Deal. It is the re-— 
sult cf the game class pressure 
Waich was instrumantal in commit- 
ing Mooney's death sentence mor 
than a seoro of yoars ago." (The 
Fighting Worker, Feb. 1, 1939,pe4. 
Our emphasis.) 


This enthusiastic outburst of the Och-~ 
larites almost conjures up in tho mind 
or the reader the image of thousands 
or Bolshevik workers and sailors sure 
rounding the Governor's mansion in 
California and threatening Olson — as 
they threatened the American ambassad- 
or in Petrograd. By a special erfort 
tae reader will be able to wish away 
tas stcoacy crusning of the toilors 
tnroughout tho world since 1926 due to 
the rise of Stalinism and tho result- 
ant complete political paralysis which 
now pervades the workine class. The 

talinist betrayal of the German, Bul- 
garian, Chinese, Czechoslovak, Spanish 
and French masses, +0 cito only the 
most hideous instances, will fade from 
ais mind, and he will see cnly the 
"samo class pressure" of April 1917 in 
tuc pre-Stalinist epoch. 


But the serious roader will not 
permit himself +0 be bamboozled by 
this Oehlerito drivel. Hoe will look 
avout him with a keon eye,will obsorve 
tae ascendance of bourgeois reaction 
the world over and will understand 
that that "same class pressure" of 
1917 which was genuine class pressure 
under the leadersiip of Lenin, has 
long since boen aminhilated by the 
triumph of Stalinism. 


The Mienovites (Murxist Workors 
League) aro characterized not only by 
their general ideological subordin- 
ation to Stalinist and Trotskyist 
fakery ani ty their "mass line" oppor- 


tunism, but also by their inability to 
romember What they write from one sen- 
tence to the next. Thus, they state: 


"Let us always be prepared t 0 
inierit some of the boundless cour- 
aze tnuat uen like Mooney have pos- 
sessed. Now the 
ment g0 demoralized it is needed 
more tian ever." (The Spark, edit- 
orial, "Tom Mooney", January 1939, 
Our owphasis.) 


So far so good. But only one eentence 
farther on we are told: 


"Governor Olson did not free Tom 
Moonsy. Only the international pro~- 
tests of the world working class 
Was able to accomplish his release." 
(Ibid. ) 


And 80, in one breata the labor move— 
ment is "so demoralized" and in the 
next its "protests" freed Mooney. The 
trvtsa of the matter is, of course, that 
Mooney would still be in prison if tne 
bourgcoisie themselves nad not decided 
to free him in accordance wita tuoir 
present line of liberalist demagogy. 
Tac world workingclass whose protests 
turou,i tue years did not liberate 
Mooney duc to the counter-revolution- 
ary policies of Stalinism, Social Den- 
ocracy and others, mest certainly is 
in no position today +0 shake the 
American bourgeoisie. The Stalinist 
en:,ineered disasters wnaich have befall 
en tus world workiniclass in Germany, 
Cuina, Czechoslovakia,Spain and France 
turow, a black cloud over the bright 
picture so falscly painted by th 

Stalinists, Trotskyites, Lovestonites, 
and thoir tail, the Oehlerites and the 
Mienovites. 


The gross chicanery of tuo Ochler- 
ites and Mionovites is a result of 
tacir opportunist “mass line." They 
gseck to avoid a strug le witu Stalin- 
ism and otuer forias of powerful oppor- 
tunism by their pretense of "going to 
tae masses." Hence, willy-nilly tuey 
wast create the illusion that the pro- 
leturiaut is in triumpaant ferment and 
recdy to leup into tae new party they 
propose to creute. If a true picture 
of reality were presented by them, on 
the otner hand, i.o., if they were to 


show that the masses,because of numer— 

ous Opportunist forces, Stalinism pri- 

marily, lie prostrate at the feet of 

the bourgeoisic,then their "mass line" 

would not appear only ridiculous but 

positively criminal. For this reason 

it is that we find tho "mass liners" 

babbling about that "same class press- 

ure" which they allego is shaking the 

bourgeoisie on its throne now as in 

1917, Reality shows, however, that 

the present treacherous leadership of 

the masses allows thom to exert only 

one kind of pressuro — dovwnard into 

the gravo. In July 1336, the Spanish 
masses rose in arms and threatened to 

exert the "game class pressuro." But 

Stalinism, Social-Democracy, Anarchism, 
Trotskyism, Lovestoneism, POUMism and 
the rost of the opportunist forces 
turned that threat of "same class pres- 
sure" into a bloody victory for the 

world bourgeoisie. And the "mugs line" 

prattlers who give the workors the im- 

pression that with such a lecdership 

ag they now have tney can exert pres~ 

sure against the bourgeoisie and free 

the Moonsys are only helping io dig 

the grave of the working class. 


The difgerence between the orient 
ation of the "mass linors" and that of 
Marxism is centered about the question 
whom the masses follow. Marxism always 
evaluates the situation in the working 
class in torms of its leadorship. Tho 
"mass liners" on tho other hand are 
thoroughly imbuod with the ultra-loft 
fakery of the Stalinist "Third Poriod" 
and its shrioking about "mass action. 
During the ultra-left zigzag, the Stal- 
inist burocrats, concoaling tho dis- 
astrous results of their opportunism, 
are wont to trump up even the slight- 
est irrelevant occurrence as a great 
victory for tho working class. The. 
Oxplosion of a water main on Broadway 
Was thus hailed in Moscow as the be 
ginning of tho Amorican proletarim 
revolution.* The masses wore ocver- 
lastingly proclaimod to be "storming the 
heavens" and on the verge of dostroy— 
ing capitalism. This ultra-loft noise 
has put a disastrous imprint on tho 
workinsclass movemont. Our prosent- 
day "mass linors," in this respect, as 
in some others, following in tho foot- 
* See STALIN, TROTSKY or LENIIN 
by Goorre Marlony peBGe 


steps of the Stalinist ultra-left zig- 
sag, fabricate triumphs for the werk- 
ing class with all the ease of a 
egician pulling rabbits out of a hat, 
Their criminal nonsense about that 
"same glass pressure" freeing Mooney 
is not, enly outright fakery perpet- 
ruted by the "mass liners." The 
Oehlerite paper "The Fighting Worker" 
for Feb. 1, 1939 carries en its first 
page the following headline: "Negrotte 
Freo. World Pressure Brings Release 
From Loyalists." (our emphasis,) The 
article following this gees on tO say: 
"Again the working class has scored 
another victory duo to its class pres- 
sure and world wide protosts." (our 
emphasis. )* The Ochlerites give the 
impression that the international pro- 
letariat roso to save Nogrette as the 
Russian werkers led by Lenin once did 
to save Tom Mooney. The fact is, it 
goss without saying, that the intoer- 
national proletariat does not know 
Negrette from Adam and was utterly un-~ 
concerned about his fate. The inter- 
national proletariat is in the claws 
of Stalinism and Socia}-Democracy, tho 
Johaux, Lewises and Greens. ‘' hese 
criminal gangs, to mention only the 
greatost opportunist forces, have just 
sent some 2,000,000 wnousting workers 
to their grave in Spain and are pro- 
paring to repeat this feat in France . 
The "mass" movement for Negrotte's re- 
lease actually consisted, and under 
presert conditions could only consist, 
of a handfull of individuals. The 
Qenlerites trumpet: 


"In New York and Chicago picket- 


"ng" ‘of ‘the’ Spanish Consulate was 
carried on with notable success by 
the New York Negrotte United Front 
Sponsoring Committee." (Ibid. Our 
emphasis.) 


The Oaehloritos are careful not tO ex- 
plain that the "mass"picketing of the 
Spanish Consulate in New York consist- 
ed ef about a dozen persons which 
after a while dwindled down to four. 
Naturally, this powerful “mass pres-~ 
suze" scared the international bourg- 
erisie and the Stalinist burocrats out 
*Neerette is an American radical who 
was jailed first by the Loyalist gov- 
ernment and then by the Stalinists in 
Spein on tiumped-up charges of boing 
an-agont of Franco. 
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ef their pants and Negrette was 
prouiptly released. Nor do the Oshlarites 
explain that even if every person con 
nected with all the organizations com 

prising the Now York Negrette United 

Front Sponsoring Corrmittee wero mobil- 

ized for the picket line there would 

still not be enough mass pressure to 

frighton an intclligent cat. 


It is with such crudo hokum that 
the "mass liners" strivo to croate the 
harmful illusion that they too are 
"storming the heavens." Lot this non- 
sense be set aside and havo it plainly 
stated: Negrette was roleased bocause 
it was the policy of the Loyalist gov- 
ernment to get rid of all the foreim- 
ers in its territorios in proparation 
for its final betrayal of the Spanish 
workers to Franco. This is known in 
diplomatic lingo as “avoiding inter- 
national conplications." In spite of 
this, as a matter of fact, Negrotte 
came within an ace of being finished 
off by the Spanish Stalinists. But 
novertheless, the "mass liners", al- 
ready head-over-heels in fakery, per- 
sist in their Arabian Nights tale of 
the international workingclass forcing 
Negrette's — and Mooney's — release. 


The primary fact of the present 
epech that the "mass liners" refuse to 
face is that in every crisis of capit- 
alism which brings the masses up to 
the threshold of a revolutionary situ- 
ation the proletarian vanguard and 
hence the masses generally fall into 
the ultra-rightist or ultra—leftist 
trap set for them by Stalinism. The 
notion that Stalinism is a rovolation- 
ary force must be eradicated from the 
mind of vanguard, As 

TAS, wOEROR EAP Stalinist 
movement, which has behind it tke in- 
mense prestige of the first workers 
republic, offers a s0Olution to its 
problems, so long will there be no 
hope of destroying capitalism. The 
strength of Stalinism lies net so much 
in its mombers at any particular mo- 
ment as in this very illusion which 
Causes the workers at the most crucial 
periods of histery to rally behind the 
Stalintern and march straight to their 
doom. Only in the building of a new 
revolutionary party through the process 
of tearing away from the Stalinists 
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and other opportunists the vanguard 
elemonts which they have actually or 
potentially, and not in "mass line" 
howling against capitalism in general, 
is there any salvation for the toilcrs. 


A POSITIVE LINE FOR THE 
PRESENT PERIOD 


rane a 
u ood 


1 HE Mooney case, like all issues 

| confronting tho workers,raisos the 
g uestion: What positive action ¢an re- 
volutionary workers tako in this situ~ 
ation. How are revolutionary workers 
to diffcrehtiate tetweon genuine posi-~ 
tive action and what only seems to be 
that but is actually a line of playing 
into the hands of the bourgeoisie. 


The greatest blunder and the most 
insidiously negative action for revolu- 
tionary workers to fall into is to at- 
terspt, when they are only a small 
group, to act like a large party. This 
effort of a snall group to act like a 
big party 4s the essence of the confu- 
sion of various "mass liners" on the 
question of what revolutionary workers 
mst do in the present period. Such 
an effort mst inevitably lead to some 
kind of fraudulent pretense. In the 
Ochlerite treatment of the Negrette 
Caso, We see a typical instance of 
this. Unable, because they are a tiny, 
uninfluential group, to organise even 
the shadow of a world protest, the Oeh- 
lerites, playing at acing a _ large 
p arty, must concoct a world potest 
out of thin. air. Even their outlook 
on the political situation in general 
must become clouded by their false 
"mass line" orientation. Wishful fan- 
tasies of powerful ferment among the 


masses freeing Mooney flow from the 
pen of the “mass liners" who pretend 
that they too can arouse a ferment 


among the masses, under present condi- 
tions. And this is by no means the 
end of the hokum that tho "mass liners" 
will perpetrate. The deeper they 
plunge into their make-beliove of be-~ 
ing a large party, the greater and 
more frequent will become their fakery. 


In the Mooney case, the futility 
and harmfulness of the "mass line" ap- 
proach becomes clear. For revolution- 
arics who are @ handful in number to 


Taise a racket about freeing Mooney is 
Obviously idiotic since the bourgeoi- 
sic themselves are able and willing to 
do so. The treachery of the opportun- 
ists gave the bourgeoisie ample room 
to pose as liberals and humanitarians. 
Jo :stace "victory demonstrations" over 
the actual liberation of Mooney is ag~ 
ain ridiculous since the Mooney case 
turned in€éo a triwaph for the bourg- 
e0isie and the Opportunhists. When the 
whole affair is examined from every 
avigle, it is cloar that at the present 
historical juncture the only positivo 
action in which Yevolutionaries can 
engage in regard to the Mooney case is 
tO expose to the advanced workers the 
charactez of the opportunist forces 
which gave the >bdourgeoisic the upper 
hand. Any activity other than exposure 
of the opportunists and winning ad- 
vancei workers away from them on this 
basis inevitably works in the inter- 
@sts of the opportunist traitors and 
the bourgoeodisic. 


Due to the influence of the op- 
portunists over the proletarian van- 
guard, the whole Mooney case was 
poisoned with troachory. All the 
thousands of workers who were interest 
ed in fighting for Mooney were trapped 
and sold out by the opportunist lead 
ers. In this situation, to fight for 
Mooney could mean only to tear down 
the political mask of the Stalinist 
and other opportunists which enables 
them tO win over the most advanced 
section of the working class. 


This could not be done by compet— 
ing with the great opportunist organ- 
izations along "mass line" action. It 
is childish for a small group to try 
t© compete with the opportunists who 
command huge and powerful forces. ‘he 
Stalinist and other influential oppor- 


tunists can win workers oven without 
actually getting ther any gains. Op- 
portunism does not win the workors 


gains; it gets them losses. And still, 
the opportunists trap the most advanc- 
ed section of the proletariat. It is 
their political mask — Bols hevisn, 
Socialism, Communism -— which lurea@ 
the vanguard workers into the opportun- 
ists’ trap. Booause of this political 
mIlask, the workers in crucial situatims 
are willing to accept losses at the 
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hands of the opportunists. In Spain, 
for example, the workers and peasants, 
at the urging of their opportunist 
leaders, Stalinist and others, surren- 
dered the factories and lands they had 
scized. Tho stall groups we have been 
discussing sesm to imagine that oppor- 
tunism traps the workers by getting 
them some benefits. Hence,these small 


groups set about to compete with the 
Opportunists by "mass line" action. 


We'll get the workers more gains than 
the opportunists get them and the work 
ers will cone to us, the "mass liners" 
seem to reason. But this reasoning is 
utterly baseless. What opportumism 
gets the workers is one kick in the 
face after another, and still the work 
ers follow the opportunists. Tha ere 
fore, there is no foundation for a 
stiiall group's competing with the op- 
portunists through "mass" activity. 
Opportunisrn traps the advanced workers 
(and hence the toilers as a whole) be- 
cause it wears the mask of Bolshevism 
or Socialism. The struggle against 
opportunism cannot be waged on econo- 
mist, "mass line" grounds. This battle 
Imst be waged On a wholly political 
basis. The aim must be to tear the 
Task of Bolshevism and Socialism from 
the face of the opportunists, and pri- 
marily the mask of Bolshevism from the 
face of the Stalinist and Trotskyist 
purocrats. One may shout against 
capitalism from today until doomsday 
and "storm the heavens" — (like the 
Oshlerites) - till the cows come hone, 
but as long as the opportunists can 
foster the illusion that they are Bol- 
sheviks and Socialists, the workers 
will follow the opportunists and even 
accept losses —- ("temporary", of 
course, their treacherous leaders tell 
them) — at their hands. 

Because of the opportunists, and 
primarily the Stalinist gang, the 
whole toiling humanity is being held 
in the prison of capitalism or of the 
Stalinist burocracy that strangles the 
first workers stato. Undormining tho 
workers state in Russia and saving the 
bourgeoisie in the rest of the world, 
the Stalinist clique with its opportun- 
ist co-worlers of every shade has 


erought the. workers and peasants 
throughout the world to an indescrib— 
ably calamitous condition. Most of 
the countries are already under some 
form of fascist or military dictator- 
ship. In this period, the "democra~ 
cies", and in the first instance 
France, are moving to transform their 
rule to tho fascist variety. The 
Stalinist degeneration of the Comin- 
tern crushing the Leninist trend in 
tho working class has left the toilers 
bound hand and foot before tho trium- 
phant march of bourgeois reaction. 


The task of the hour is to revive 
Marxism-Leninism ag a vital force in 
the proletariat and to rally the pro- 
letarian vanguard into a new revolu- 


‘tionary party and international. But 
not the mechanical "Marxism" of the 
"mass liners", which resolves itself 


into abstract cries against capitalism 
in general, can accomplish this task. 

Nor will the pseudo-Marxism of the 
Trotskyite and Lovestoneite leaders, 
who conceal their tdeacherous role as 
assistants to Stalin benoath a mass of 
quotations from Marx-Engels-Lenin,per- 
form this duty. Only living Marxism 
which toars to picces 
Opportunism, and primarily tho Stalin- 

ist brand, will turn the tide and will 

lead tho toilers to a socialist 

society. Alert workers will not let 

themselves be confused by the Stalin-~ 

ists,Trotskyists and the Left Trotsky- 

ist "mass liners" into accepting de~ 

feat for victory. They will losk 
reality in the face and try to under- 
stand the reasons for the constant de~ 

feats of the workers. Advanced work- 

ers will reject all those who paint a 

false, though for a moment comforting, 

picture of reality as opportunist mis- 

leaders. Knowing that only a truthful 

analysis of reality can be of service 

to the toilers, vanguard workers will 

seek those who offer truth. 


Enter the struggle to build a new 


revolutionary Party as a step toward 
international revolution and socialism. 
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A PROGRAMMATIC OUTLINE 


By J. C. Hunter 


I. The General Task 

1. Due to the rise of the Stalinist 

reaction, the workingclass in the pre- 
sent historical period faces the com 
plete collapse or Marxism-Leninism as 
a living force. The creation of a new 
Leninist international requires the 
restoration of all the revolutionary 
principles cstablishod by Marx and 
Engels and carried into effect succes- 
fully by the Octobsr Rovolution under 
the leadership of Lonin,. 


2. The creation of a now Leninist in- 
ternational can be accomplished only 
in the process of oexpOsing and de- 
stroying all the forms of opportunism 
which today paralyze the proletariat 
and keep it in bondage to the bourg- 
eOisie. Since the vanguard of the pro- 
letariat is in the toils of opportun~ 
ism, the building of a new Leninist 
international has as its basic task 
the winning of the proletarian 
vanguard away from the opportunists. 
Any attempt to turn away from the van- 
guard under the iso of going to the 
backward masses ("mass line") white 
the vanguard is poisoned by opportun- 
ism is itself a form of opportunism. 
The way to the masses is through the 
Class-conscious advanced section of 
the workingclass. 


3. The struggle against opportunism 
has as a basic prerequisite a precise 
analysis of every form of present-day 
Opportunism and the establishment of 
its true character and method of 
operation. 


Ile The Character of Present-Day 
) ppor Ween tS mm 


1. The most dangerous and potent fom 


of present-day Opportunism is Stalin- 
ism. This treacherous force origin 


ated in the plot of Stalin-Zinoviev- 
Kamenev illegally to entrench them- 
eclves in power in the Russian Commun- 
ist Pertiyond the State, and to make 
thair power permament. The criminal 
path of these opportunists started 
with a break with the Bolshevik org- 
anizational principle of democratic 
centralism and the adoption of buroc- 
ratic centralism as a method of oper- 
ation. The removal of Lenin from act- 
ive political life by illness and 
death and the cooperation of Trotsky, 
Radek and the rest of the leaders of 
the Russian C.P. with the Stalinist 
clique led to the triumph of Stalinism. 
Stalin and his henchmen recognized 
that international proletarian revolu- 
tion would not tolerate the existence 
of any oppression of the masses and 
henco would most certainly destroy 
the Stalinist burocratic distortion of 
the first workers state. Uonce the 
Stalinist clique from its very begin~ 
ning (1921-1922) embarked on a path of 
preventing proletarian revolution. 
This it has been doing through the 
"Comintern" ultra-rightist and ultra- 
leftist zigzags. In the Rightist zig- 
zag it binds the toilers to the bourg 
gO0isie by means of a line which 
supports the "democratic" form of bourg- 
eOis rule in the advanced countries 
and the national bourgeoisie in the 
backward colonial countries. At the 
same time it openly collaborates with 
the social-democratic leaders by en- 
tering into agreements with than to 
work together in carrying out the 
Rightist line of supporting bourgeois 
democracy. In the pftist zigzag, 
Stalinism plunges the workers into 
supporting bourgeois democracy. In the 
Leftist zigzag, Stalinism plunges the 
workers into adventurist, putschist 
battles with tho bourgeoisie, and into 


suicidal struggles with the sod al- 
democratic and other workers whose 
Organizations it now stigmatizes as 


sOcial-fascist and fascist. Stalinism 
tegen by using the Rightist zigzag 
(1922-1983, Bulgaria, Germany); this 
was followed by the Leftist zigzag 
(1923-1924, Germany, Esthonia); then 
by the Rightist zigzag (1925-1928, 
Eigland, China); again by the Leftist 
zigzag (1929-1934, Germany, Austria, 
Spain); and further by the Rightist 
zigzag (Popular Frontism, ~ Spain, 
Franco, Czechoslovakia) of 1935 to tho 
presente When the disastrous results 
of the present Rightist zigzag, Popu- 
lar Frontism, will become obvious to 
workers, Stalinism will have to aband- 
on it and resort to some form of the 
Leftist zigzag as a means of covering 
up the previous betrayals and of con- 
tinuing diverting the workers from re— 
volutionary channels. Since Stalinism 
is mistaken for a revolutionary ten- 
dency because of the prestige of the 
October Revolution which it has fraud 
ulantly appropriated, the most radical 
section of the proletariat is prone to 
fall into this opportunist trap, 6s~ 
pecially during revolutionary crises. 
Hence, Stalinism stands as the chief 
opportunist menace in the proletarian 
renks and its destruction in at least 
one important country is an absolutely 
essential prereyuisite to the launch- 
ing of the world proletarian revolu- 
tion which alone can lead humanity to 
a socialist society. 


ee Several opportunist currents alive 
today are a product of the Stalinist 
degeneration of the Russian C.P. lead- 
ership. Chief amongst them as present— 
day Trotskyism The origin of Trot- 
sky*s prosenéday opportmism is two- 
fold: first, it arose in 1922 basical~ 
ly from Trotsky's effort to cooperato 
ani ezvablish friendly relations with 
ths Stalinist clique. This anti-Len- 
inugst line is manifested in Trotsky's 
jnitiwt. resistance to Lenin's campaign 
to remove Stalin from the position of 
Geneva Secertary of the Party. "I am 
agziast eenoving Stalin," proclaimed 
Tronsky (iy Life, p. 486). Is is fur- 
ther manifested in its initial form by 
Trotsky'is derial of the axistonce of 
Lenin's "“Testanent" wherein the pro- 
posal of Lenin to remove Stalin is set 
forth. (‘ALL talk with regard to: a 
cOr.cealed cr wuvilated ‘will! is nothe 
ing but a despicaole lie." L. Trotsky, 
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International Press Correspondence, 
Sept. 3, 1925, ‘p. 1005). Secondly, 
Trotsky's present-day opportunism ori- 
ginates in Stalin's rejection of Trot- 
sky's offer of friendship, a rejection 
based on Stalin's need to eliminate 
Trotsky, the most popular figure nat 
to Lenin, and establish scapegoats to 
sorve as smokescreens for his crimes. 
Up to 1933, Trotsky gave direct sup- 
port to Stalin, considering himself a 
fraction of the Stalinist "Party." 
In 1934,Trotsky,damdoning the Leninist 
position on sociak-democracy, attached 
his followers to this opportunist cur- 
ront (French Turn, and more recently 
even further to the Right, support of 
the American Labor Party). Trotsky‘s 
launching of his "Fourth International" 
Only serves to divert his victims from 
an understanding of his treacherous 
role and from the task of destroying 
all opportunist forces including tno 
Trotskyist variety. Trotsky conscious- 
ly avoids oxposing the truth about the 
rise of Stalinism, for in doing so he 
would have to expose his own con- 
nivance with Stalin. 


Se @ are various srall 
groups (Oehler, Stamm, Field,Mionov) 
which, not giving a clear picture of 
Stalinism and Trotskyism, avoid the 
struggle against Opportunism by launch- 
ing a “mass line" which diverts work 
ers influenced by them from the van- 
guard of the proletariat since the 
latter is in the hands of the chief 
opportunist forces, Stalinism, Social 
Democracy, Trotskyism. some of these 
groups, morever, have adopted or are 
moving toward the position of donying 
that the Soviet Union is a workers 
state and of calling for its defeat. 
In this they play directly into the 
hands of imperialism which recognizes 
that the socialized economy of Russia, 
though boing undermined by Stalinism, 
has not yet been abolished and whidéh 
hence prepares for an atack on the 
workers state in the near future. 


4 Another product of the Stalinist 
degeneration of the Russian [eP. lead- 
ership is the so-called International 
Communist Opposition of Brandler-~Thal- 
heimer-Lovestone. Originating as the 
open and direct lieutenants of Stalin 


in the earlier stages of the Stalinist 
process, these opportunists now stand 
as part of the large group of scape- 
goats cast off by Stalin after they 
had outlived their usefulness. Brand- 
ler and Thalheimer cartded out the 
first Stalinist ultra-Right zigzag, 
that in Germany in 1922-1923, and wero 
cast off by their master and left to 
hover around the Stalinistmmovement in 
the snape of a,l 0 y al "opposition." 
Lovestone in America sorved Stalin as 
the executor of the Rightist zigzag of 
1925-1928 and even bogan to carry out 
the Leftist line of Social-Fascism. 
Later, in the process of greater cen- 
tralization of Stalin's power in the 
C.I., Lovestone was tnrown out of of- 
fico by Stalin and left stranded in 


the same position as Brandler and 
Thalhesimer. These opportmists, now, 


like: the Trotskyists, tend to lean in- 
creasingly towards the Social Democra- 
cy and other forms of reformist 
treachery (support of the American 
Labor Party,of Pivert in France, etc.) 


5. Tho comparative smallness of the 
tendencies which originated as part of 
the Stalinist degeneration and as 
cast-offs from Trotsky should not be 
construed as unimportant. These ten- 
dencies are a-menace to the proletari- 
at far in excess of their numerical 
size or immediate influence. The rea 
son for this is that radical workers 
who become disillusioned with Stalin- 
ism and Trotskyism drift willy-nilly 
into these movements which appear to 
be anti-Stalinist and anti-Trotskyist. 
Hence the most radical section of the 
proletariat which breaks with Stalin- 
ism and Trotskyism is only misled into 
another form of opportunism Not only 
must Stalinism itself be destroyed but 
also all of its opportunist by pro- 
ducts, direct and indirect, for, his- 
torically, they are an organic part of 
the Stalinist system. 


6. Social Democracy is still a power- 
ful opportunist force. It operates by 
tying the workers to the "democratic" 
variety of bourgeois rule. Since the 
world bourgeoisie is now in the process 
of transforming its "democratic" dic 
tatorship to Fascist rule,Social Demo- 
cracy Only clears the road for this 
transformation. Stalinism since 1922 


has served as the main stabilizer of 
Social Democracy, whose collapse the 
October Revolution initiated on an in- 
ternational scalo. The Stalinist re~ 
action stabilizes Social Democracy in 
two ways: 1. by the Rightist zigzag in 
Which the Stalinist burocrats work 
nand-in-glove with the Social-Domocra. 
tic burocrats and 2 by the Leftist ° 
Zigzag in which,identifying the petty- 
bourgeoighemocratic socialist move~ 
mont with Fascism, the Stalinist buro- 
crats launch ferocious adventurist as-— 
saults on Social Democracy and go ine 
crease the distrust of the Social- 
Democratic workers for Communism whith 
they mistakenly identify with Stalin- 
ism. 


7. Anarchism, beginning with its 

ultra-Loftist position of opposing all 
forms of the State invariably ends up 
with supporting the bourgeois variety 
of the State. The events in Spain 
during the Cigil War, in which the An- 
archists supported and participated in 
the Stalinist-inspired, treacherous 
Loyalist government,only confirms this 

analysis. Anarbhism represents a 
petty-bourgeois reactionary tendency 

which in its theory ig ultra-Leftist 

and in its practice supports the 

bourgeoisis. 


iil. The Day-to-Day Struggle 
for the 
New Leninist International 


1. The first premiso of the day-to 
day struggle for the new Leninist in 
ternational is an unequivocal break, 
ideologically and organizationally, 
with every form of opportunism. 


2. In tho details of the task of 
building a new Party and International 
self-clarification on the part of in- 
dividuals stands today as the primary 
phase. Careful study of the various 
Opportunist tendencies which exist, to 

determine scientifically their origin, 
nature and method of operation is part 
of this initial phase. The spreadid 

this basic knowledge amongst the most 
advanced individuals that can be con- 
tacted &s the next stop. On the basis 
of such work a small Marxist group 
will be @ystallized. The approach of 
this group will be to the most polit~- 
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ically mature section of the vanguard 
which is now undor the domination of 
ohp opportunists, and primarily of 
Stalinism. Lectures, forums, debates, 
symposia, regular educational meetings, 
distribution of literature in neigh 
borioods where vanguard workers are 
known to congregate, etc., constitute 
the most feasible methods of approach 


at this stage to the advanced workers 
which the Marxists will have to win 
over. The pressuro of events and the 


disasters which befall the workers al- 
most daily due to the treacheries of 
the Stalinists, Social Democrats and 
other opportunists — (Czechoslovakia, 

France, Spain) — are forcing vanguard 
workers to re-examine their political 
positions. Such workers will welcome 
tc an ever-increasing degroe the ex- 
posure which the true Marxists will 
have to offer. As the growth of the 
revolutionary group provides the ree 
Guisite forces, greater and greater 

tasks will be tackled. Meetings held 
by the Stalinist burocrats and other 
traitors will be directly ontered in 
full force, and the opportunists will 
be exposea before their own followers. 

When the Marxist force begins to take 
on the proportions of a political 
party, mass organizations,trade unions, 
fraternal and cultural organizations, 

now dominated by the opportunists, 
will become connentration points of 
activity with the aim of wresting them 


from the opportunists. In this way, 
in the process of destroying opportun- 
ism, will tho new revoluticnary Party 
and International be crested. All 
Other psths are illusory, adventurist 
and misleading, playing into ths hands 
Of Stalinism, Social Democracy and 
Other opportunist movements. To at- 
tempt tO approach the backward masses 
of the workers directly while the van- 
guard is in the ciutches of opportun- 
ism is itself only a form of opportun- 
ism. The backward masses can be ap- 
proachsd only by a political party and 
nue lavéer can be built by Marxists 
only out of the vanguard of the pro. 
letariat. Hence the approach to the 
masses is throgh the vanguard which 
mst bo freed rrom its prosent 
enslavement to opportunism, 


3. Tho destruction of Social Democra. 

cy in Russia by Bolshevism opened the 
epoch of the destruction of Social 
Democracy on an intérnational scalo. 

Tne destruction of Stalinism in at 
least one important country will form 

tne necessary breach in Stalinism in- 

ternationally without which the bourg- 

gOisie cannot be overthrown. Through 

this path alone lios tho way to the 

saving of the remnants of October, to 

tiie international proletarian revolu- 

tion,the destruction of world capital- 

ism, and the e@stablishmort of a 

sOcialist society. 
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GO RRS P2O°N DEN Cok 


Dear Comrade W: 


Lenin never failed to point out 
Clearly that one of the chief reasons 
why the October Revolution was made 
possible was because Bolshevism never 
ceased exposing the opportunists in 
the working class ranks. 


The building of a revolutionary 
party can in the present period be ac~ 
complished ohly in terms of liberating 
the proletarian vanguard from every 
form of opportunist influence. Only 
in the process of destroying all op- 
portunist forces will the new revolu- 
tionary party be created. This task 
reyuires a precise analysis of each 
political tendency in the working 
Class ranks to determine its origin, 
nature and method of operation. To 
av@id in any way this task of estab- 
lishing the character of every spocias 
of opportunism and of combatting it 
uncompromisingly is in itself a form 
of opportunism, in fact, as we shall 
sec,One of the major types of present- 
day opportunism. 


Long ago it was recognized by 
Lenin that in the historical period in 
Which we live the proletariat is 
plagued with the cancer of opportunism 
in the form of conscious traitors to 
the workers and of agents of the bourg~ 
eOisie who poOse as labor leaders. 
Thess opportunists constitute the 
Chief bearers of bourgeois influence 
in the body of the proletariat and 
serve therein as the chief link in the 
chain binding the working class to its 
Capitalist oppressors. Since the des~ 
truction of all forms of bourgeois in-~ 
fluence is a basic prerequisite to the 
establishment of proletarian power, 
Lenin framed his entire struggle for 
the building of a revolutionary inter- 
national in terms of a bathle against 
the opportunism of his day. At the 


historic Second Congress of the Can~ 
munist International in 1920, Lenin 
defined opportunism as the principal 
enemy in the proletarian ranks and the 
struggle against it as the main task: 


"Opportunism is our princiwl 
enemy. Opportunism in the upper 
ranks of the working class movement 
is not proletarian socialism, tut 
bourgeois socialism. Practice has 
shown that the active people inthe 
working class movement who adhere 
to the opportunist trend are better 
defenders of the bourgeoisie, than 
the bourgeoisie itself. Without 
their leadership of the workers, the 
bourgeoisie could not have remained 
in power.......+..duis is where our 
principal enemy is; and we must con-~ 
quer this enemy. We must leave 
this congress with the firm deter- 
minafion to carry this struggle on 
to the very end in all parties. 
This is our main task." (W. I. Len- 
in, Selected Works, Eng.Ed., Vol. X, 
p. 196. Our emphasis. 


Without a break with opportunism, it 
is impossible to rise above the level 
of a mere repeater of phrases: 


"It is not enough to have leam- 
ed Commmist resolutions by heart 
and to use revolutionary phrases on 
every possible occasion. That is 
not enough, and we are Opposed be- 
forehand to Communists who know 
this or that resolution by heart. 
The firgt condition of true Commun- 
ism is rupturo with gpportunism." 
(Ibid., p. 275. Our emphasis.) 


The success of the revolutionary move 
ment hinges upon a victory over oppor- 
tunism, for without such a victory the 
idea of proletarian dictatorship is a 
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hopeless one: 


"One of the essential conditions 
for preparing the proletariat for 
victory is a prolonged, persistent 
and ruthless struggle against op- 
portunism, reformism, social-chauv— 
inism, and similar bourgeois inflw 
ences and tendencies, which are in- 
evitable as long as the proletariat 
acts under capitalist conditions. 
Unless such a struggle is fought, 
and unless a complete victory over 
opportunism within the working 
class movement is preliminarily 
gained, there can be no hope for 


the dictatorship of the proletariat." 


(V.I.Lenin, Selected Works, English 
Edition, Vol. VI, pp. 484-485.) 


Guided by reality and not by com 
fortable illusions, Lenin understood 
that only a minority of the workers 
can be gonuinely class-conscious while 
capitalism exists. This minority con- 
stitutes the vanguard of the prolet~ 
ariat, that section which actively 
participates in the work of political 
parties that call themselves prolet— 
arian. Only this vanguard can lead 
the working class as a whole: 


"As a matter of fact, in the 
epoch of capitalism, when the mass- 
es of the workers are constantly 
sudjected to exploitation and can- 
not develop their human faculties, 
the most characteristic feature of 
working class political parties is 
that they can embrace only a minor- 
ity of their class. Polittcal par- 
ties can organize only a minority 
of the class in the samo way as the 
really class-conscious workers in 
capitalist society can constitute 
only a minority of all the workers. 
That is why we must admit that only 
this class-conscious minority can 
lead the bpoad masses of the work- 
ers." (V. I. Lenin, Selected Works, 
Hig. de, VoleX;) pe el.) 


Hence Lenin, while capitalism existed, 
addressed himself primarily to tho 
vanguard and not to the backward mass- 
es of the proletariat. Lenin conceiv- 
ed the task of Marxists to be first 
and foremost the winning of the van- 
guard to a Marxist position, for it is 


only through the vanguard that Marxism 
can be brought to the backward masses 
of the toilors. And while the vanguard 
of the proletariat is in the toils of 
opportunism, the duty of Marxists is 
to dostrcoy the influence of the oppor- 
tunists over the vanguard, for 


"Unless the revolutionary sec- 
tion of the proletariat is thorough~ 
ly and soriously trained to eject 
and suppress opportunism it is ab- 
surd even to think of a dictator— 
ship of the proletariat." (V.I.Lon- 


in, Selected Works, Eng. Ed. Vol. 
VI, p. 486. Emphasis in the ori- 
ginal.) 


Naturally, Lenin concentrated the 
main attack and exposure against the 
strongest and most dangerous enemy 
within the workers! ranks at that time 
— Social Democracy ("Kautskyism"). 


Why did Lenin concentrate on So- 
Cidldonocracy? Why didn't he fill 
most Of his books with direct attacks 
On capitalism? Didn't Lenin want to 
fight capitalgsm? Didn't he roalize 
that imperialism oppresses the toilers 
of the whole world? We see that Lenin 
understood the nature of imperialism 
and led its destruction in Russia. 
However, before this could be accom 
plished, the advanced workers had to 
be freed from their opportunist leader- 
ship by the exposure of its treachery. 
It mst be pointed out to these van- 
guard workers that only by breaking 
with opportunism of every variety can 
the path be cleared for the prolet- 
arian revolution. 


"It is impossible to carry out 
the tasks of Socialism at the pres 
ent time, it is impossible to ac 
complish a really international un- 
ification of the workers without 
radically breaking with opportunism 
and without making clear to the 
masses the inevitability of ite 
fiasco." (V. I. Lenin, "The War and 
the Second International," p. 61.) 


* 
THE MOST POWERFUL OPPORTUNIST FORCE IN 


The most powerful and most dan~ 
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gerous opportunist force operating 
within the proletarian ranks since 
1922 is Stalinism. This is true be- 


Cause Stalinism operates behind the 
mask of Leninism wd has tremendous 
prestige among the world proletariat 


because it controls the first workers’ 
state. Confusing Stalinism with con 
munism, loftward-moving, politically 
advanced workers flock to the "“Couzun- 
ist Party" Past events have shown us 
that even if the Stalinist Party ina 
country may be small at the moment,it 
grows at a tremendous rate in a pro- 
revolutiqnary period. The workers join 
the Third International because they 
still huve the illusion that its aim 
is tho same as it was under Lenin and 
that it will effect a revolution. If 
a successful proletariun revolution 
wero achieved in an advanced country, 
it would sct the world afire und be 
the signal for similar uprisings 
throughout the world. Successful ro- 
volution would sweop away ull pppres- 
sors, botn the world bourgee@igis and 
the Stalinist burocrucy. To prevent 
proletarian revolution in order to 
sufeyguard the burocracy in tue Sovjet 
Union, Stulin gives his Comintern an 
ultra-left “line" or an ultra-right 
"line". In 1923 the ultru-rijgut zig- 
Zag 01 the C. I. prevented revolution 


in Germany und Buljuriu; in 1924 the 
ultru-left zigzug was used for a 
putsca in Esthoniau; frou 1925-19<8 the 
ultra-right zigzag was employed in 


England and China; from 19<9—1 934 
Stalin through the ultru-left zigzag 
prevented revolution in Germany and 
Spain; frou 1935 to the present an 
ultra-right zigzag — Spain, Czecho- 
slovakiu, France, China. 


After a section of the prolet— 
ariut has been botrayod by Stulinplet 
us suy With an ultryleft course 
(Germany, 1933) the ultra-right course 
is slowly introduced in order to cover 
up the ultru-left betrayal. If no 
Murxist force arises, then, after the 
betrayul of the Spanish and the French 
proletariat will be completed, umd the 
present ultrsright "line" will have 
served its purpose, the C. I. will jn- 
troduce, slowly wd cuutiously, the 
ultrua-left "Line" which will be used 
unti} wnother section of the prolet— 
ariat will have been bdbetruyed into 


Fascism if Stalinism lasts that long. 


Essentially both manouvers achieve 
the objective of Stalin — to prevent 
proloturian rovolution. Stalinism is 
neither roformist, contrist, ultra- 
rightist, nor ultra-leftist. It isa 
counter-revolutionary Oppo rtunist 
force. It is burocratic contralssm of 
the workers State. Only those who do 
not sec Stulinism as a whole define it 
as roformism, contrism, ultra-leftisn, 
otc. Thus, those who sce only the 
present ultru-right zigzag but forget 
about the past ultra-loft zigzag, call 
Stalinism reformism. hose who do not 
sco the rightist gisgzag call Stalinism 
ultra-leftism. Nor docs the term Con 
trism corrospond to the totality of 
the essonoc of Stalinism. Centrismis 
a tendency in the working class within 
the cupitalist countries which vacil- 
lates between Marxism and reformism, 
but under increasing pressure of 
ovents collapses into rightism. Stal- 
inism, on-tho other hand, is a tenden- 
cy which grows on tho soil of a work- 
ers state and, to prevent rovolution, 
plunses the workers into loftist and 


rightist ziggzags whose ocxtromes far 
excocd anything over manifested by 
Centrism. Contrism, in its lurching 


to tho left,never orguged in putschism, 
as Stalinism doos, while in its lurch- 
ing to the riglit, Contrism never in- 
dulgeod in tho Open, undisguised, rabid 
jingoism shown by Stalinism today. the 
dhistorical roots of Stalinism whidh 
lie buried in the growth of a buroc- 
ratic cancer on the body of a workers 
Stutc aro what make it difforent from 
Contrism, the latter originating in a 


labor arist acracy in capitalist 
society. To lump togethertendencies 


whose historical basis and manner of 
Operation aro different can only cause 
confusion. Those who definé Stalinism 
as Centrism see only the zigzags. They 
fail to soe or to point out that the 
ultra-left and ultra-right "lines" 
have in egssenco, the same purpose — 
the prevention of revolution. ‘They 
q@iffer only in their surface features, 
i.6., As maneuvers they are difforent; 
their intent, however, is the same. 
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position of destroying Stalinism first 
and thon building a Marxist party" you 


do not state our position correctly. 
We maintain, as pointed out above, 
that the vanguard of the proletariat 


is within the camp of or under the in- 
fivence of the opportunists — Stalin- 
ist, Trotskyist, Social-Dem oc ratic, 
Lovestoneite, etc. It is necessary to 
destroy the influence of these oppor- 
tunist leaders by exposing their 
counter-revolutionary past and present 
political activities fcr only in that 
way is it possible to build a Marxist 
party. It is not w question of our 
personal choice in the matter. We do 
not say that we do not want to build a 
revolutionary party before Stalinism 
is destroyed but rather that it is not 
possible to build a revolutionary 
p arty without unmasking Stalinism md 
the other oppodrtunists within the 
ranks of labor. It is a simultaneous 
process. Only during the process of 
winning over the vanguard from the op-— 
portunists by means of complete expo- 
sures can a revolutionary party be 
built. The chief reason why no Marxist 
party has arisen since the degeneratim 
ef the Bolshevik party in Russia which 
started in 1921, is that not one of 
the existing "opposition" tendencies 
have concerned itself with the Lanhtn- 
ist policy of genuine exposure — 
genuine exposure especially of the 
most powerful and most dangerous force 
in the proletarian ranks — Stalinism. 
Trotsky and Lovestone are directly in- 
volved in the rise and growth of Stal- 
inism and hence, by exposing the whole 
truth about Stalin and the burocracy, 
they would have to tell the workers 
about the assistance they gave Stalin. 
To do this obviously would mean polit- 
ical suicide for these conscious 
Opportunists. 


The seconi/reason why the pseudo- 
Marxist organizations do not concern 
themselves with exposure of the oppor- 
tunists is that they (Marxist Workers 


League, League for a Revolutionary 
Workers Party, Hevolutionary Workers 
League, Revolutionary Communist Van~ 


guard, etc.) either do not understand, 
or consciously avoid the Leninist tac- 
tic of genuine, consistent exposure. 
Their "exposures" consist of superfi- 
cial "criticism" which does not expose 


nor does it aid the workers to under— 
stand the rise of, nature, and method 
of operation of any &f the opportunist 
forces, SePerAaley, Stalinism. 


"GOING TO THE MASSES" 


Since all these pseudo-Marxist 
organizations avoid the task of expos— 
ing the chief enemy within the workers 
ranks — Stalinism — they have only 
Ono other path left. That path ls — 
avoid the real struggle against oppor- 
tunism and go to the masses. They all 
"go to the masses", (whom they have no 
means of reaching), the politically 
backward masses, arid preach the ABC 
of anti-capitalisg to them. 


Obviously, every task undertaken 
must fit the means one possesses to 
carry it out. For a group consisting 
of a handful of people to undertake 
tasks which can te carried out only by 
a political party is adventurism. If 
we are to be guided by the requirenate 
of reality and not by wishful thinking, 
at each stage of our development our 
Objectives must be within our means of 
fulfillment. When we are still a hand- 
ful we can only engage in individual 
contact work with the most advanced 
workerse As wo grow larger we under- 
take larger tasks. Real mass work 
such as work in the trado unions, frat- 
ernal organizations, cultural organiz-— 
ations, etc., which can be undertaken 
organizationally as a prggrammatic 
concentration point requires means 
possessed by an organization having 
the size of a political party. During 
the process of reaching such a stage, 
however, we are forced to restrict our 
activity to more modest tasks. Natur- 
ally, though today our organizational 
work is of a purely propagandistic, 
individual—contact sort, we do not ex- 
clude the participation of our members 
in various mass organizations. In 
these mass organizations our members 
endeavor to make contacts with the 
most advanced elements and to win them 
over to our point of view. Such 
individual participation in mass org- 
anizations by members of our group in 
no way conflicts with our programmatic 


position that today to attompt mass 
work 10. YOR a n.i 2 a.t ton a 1iiny 


is adventurisme 


EE ee ee ee 
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WHAT I8,, A "MARXIST POSITION"?. 


Since very many of the advanced 
workers do not completely understand 
Marx, Engels and Lenin it is difficult 
for those workers to see just where and 
how their own opportunist organizations 
differ from scientific socialism and 
therefore actually play into the hands 
of the bourgeoisie. Therefore it is of 
great importance to restudy, reevaluate 
one's position in the light of what 
the three great founders of modern re-— 
volutionary theory and practice actual- 
ly said and did. 


You say that the Oehler position 
"is Marxist in that it has the correct 
position on Democratic Centralism the 
building of a party....." You seem to 
hold tne idea that if an organization 
has one, two, or perhaps three correct 
positions it is Marxist. If that is 
the case then there are any number of 
parties or orgamzations in the field 
today which, according to your defin— 
ition, should be labelled Marxist. 
This is a fallacy of a dangerous sort. 
In the present stage of history with 
the vast amount of material .wvidence 
and precedent available to those wno 
are serious in examining the role 
played by all the parties in the Rus- 
sian Revolution and singe October, we 
see that unless an organization holds 
to Marxist principles on every question 
and at gall times it will end up in the 
camp of the counter-revolution. Take 
the example of the Left-S.R.'s in Rus- 


sia. This party accepted virtually 
every position of the Bolsheviks but 


in essence remained petty-bourgeois 
nationalist. On the question of Brest— 
Litovsk, these Left $.R.'s showed 
their basic petty-bourgeois nature 
which abnors internationalism, by not 
only opposing the peace but by actual- 
ly going over to the counter-revolw- 
tion against the proletarian State. 
The result of this "slight" and seem- 
ingly unimportant mistake on Lenin's 
part in allowing the Left~-S.H.'s to 
enter the Bolshevik government was 
that the lussian Revolution was almost 
destroyed by the Left S.K.'s. 


You state further that Oehiler's 
position is very close to ours on the 
question of Stalinism, This is not 


true. In the February 1938 issue of 
the Fourth International, organ of the 
Revolutionary Workers League of U-S. 
(Oechlerites) there appears on page 9 
an article on the “Russian Question". 
This "analysis" does not tell the work- 
ers the whole truth about Stalinism 
In fact there are falso "thoorics" 
takon from Trotsky in this "expose", 
It states, for one, that the Moscow 
and later: the Left Opposition put up a 
struggle against the reactionay do 
velopments in the 5.U. This is not 
true. Trotsky, the leader of the 
"Opposition" not only did not fight 
against the bvrocracy but actually 
supported it as he objectively does to 
this day by not uncovering the real 


nature of the degeneration of the 
party leadership Sec IN DEFENSE OF 
BOLSHEVISM 73). ® 


Further, the article states that 
his “strugglo" culminated in, among 
Other things, "the endorsement and 
adoption of nationalism and rovision- 
ism-as the program of the C.I. and the 
Soviet State at the Sixth World Con- 


gress of the C.I. by the adoption of 
the theory of Socialism in one 
country." This is a Trotskyist ex- 


planation and hides the fact that in 
1921 three years before this "theory" 
of Socialism in one cduntry was intro- 
duced by Stalin the degeneration of 
the first workers state had already 
begun on the basis of burocratic cen~ 
tralism of power in the hands of Stal- 


in. Lenin, in 1922 had prepared a 
"bomb" against Stalin which was cn- 


trusted to Trotsky who was supposed to 
carry out Lenin's line against Stalin. 
But Trotsky betrayed Lenin and madé a 
deal with the burocracy. Ochler com 
pletely covers up this fact by not ex- 
posing it. 


The R.W.L.'s definition "Stalin- 
ism as a movement in the ranks of the 
international proletariat is a new his- 
toric form of reformism" is incorrect 
and confusing. This definition sowds 
impressive but means nothing — it is 
not explained. Stalinism is not re- 
formism (new or old), not centrism, 


—_—-- -———— ar eae Se ———————— 

*A book containing a complete political 
expOse of Trotsky is being completed 

by George Marlen. 
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not ultra-rightism, nor ultra-leftism. 
Stalinism is a counter-revolutionary 
opportunist force; it is burocratic 
centralism of the workers state. We 
emphasize that the Stalinist burocracy 
uses the C.I. primarily for one pur- 
pose — to prevent revolution. 


We say that the main danger with- 
in the working class, no matter in 


what country, is Stalinism. As we 
have snown, and as history proves, 


Stalinism, mistaken by the workers for 
communism, grows at a tremendous pace 
in a country approaching a revolution~ 
ary crisise Therefore, in order to 
prevent workers from going to the 
Stalinist camp, every class-conscious, 
politically adganced worker must be 
told the whole true story of Stalinism. 
Only then will he understand Stalinism 
and not be misled into joining it or 
giving it support directly or 
indirectly. 


Oehler's position 
that the main dangor in the U.S. at 
present is reformism. In tho same is- 
suo Of The Fourth International of the 
R.WeL. quoted above we read on page 13 
that the C.P.U.S.A. as well as_ the 
S$oP.UeSAe are "social-reformists." 


You support 


"Next and more important are the 
social-reformists. They are for a 
‘socialist! solution, but map out a 
road, in one form or anotner, of 
peaceful transition from capitalism 
to socialism, and thereby end up 
with the support of the capitalist 
state and against the proletarian 
revolution. The social-reformists 
in the United States are represont~ 
ed by such parties and men as: The 
Socialist Party and Norman Thomas 
and the Communist Party (sic!) and 
Earl Browder. 

"Reformism (and social~reformism) 
is an instfument of the bourgeoisie 
in the camp of the working class." 
(The Fourth International, February 
1938, p. 13.) 


This kind of "exposure" is con- 
fusién and distortion of the worst 
kind. First, by saying that the 
CoPeUeSeAe is "“social-reformist" and 
"they are for 'socialist' solution" it 
is clear that Oehler doesn't under. 


etand the nature of Stalinism. He is 
fooled by their verbal utterances. 

There is an element of Trotskyism in 
this "analysis". Trotsky says that 
the Kremlin burocrats are ignorant, 
don't understand French, make errors, 
are narrow-minded, etc. etce, hence 
covering up the fact that Stalin and 


the burocracy are capablo and imow 
Marxism-Lonigism but are gonsciously 


preventing revolution. Yhen Ooehler 
says that the Stalinists are for a 
socialist solution by way @6. peaceful 
transition from capitalism to social 
ism he is, in fact, saying that the 
Stalinists do not know that a peaceful 
transition from capitalism to social- 
ism is impossible, that it is a social- 
democratic fraud. The truth of the 
matter is that the Stalinists are in- 
terested in one thing chiefly and that 
4s tho prevention of proletarian re 
volution to safeguard the burocracy in 
the Soviet Union. 


Another point in the above quot- 
ation is that Oehler sees, and even 
then sees badly,only tho ultra-right 
period of Stalinism. He completely 
ignores the “line” of the Stalinists 
ih the ultra-left periods. At prosent, 
on glancing at the "line" superficial- 
ly, it would seem that the Stalinists 
are for poeaceful,class~collaboration 
with the bourgeoisie. In the ultra- 
left period, however, on superficial 
examination it actually looked ag if 
the Stalinists were yelling bloody 
marder against. the bourgeoisie, far 
the forcible overthrow of capitalism. 
Such tactics fool not only the Oehler- 
ite workers but the workers of every 
other opportunist organization which 
has failed to examine the truth. 
Whether tho Stalinists use ultra-left 
or ultra-right tactics the primary 
objoct in both is to prevent prolet- 
arian revoltion. Ohne "line" is used 
to cover up the other. Remember that 
the primary object of Stalin is to 
prevent revolttion. Only incidentally 
as a result does he thus aid the bourg- 
eOisio. His tactics are an outgrowth 
of the needs of himself and the buro- 
cracy and not an outgrowth of the 
needs of the world bourgeoisie. 


By infeaawace Oehler says that the 
Commnist Party U.S., being social—ze- 
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formist, is an instrument of thp bourg- 
eoisis. This means that the various 
Stalinist Parties are serving each 
national bourgeoisie directly as does 
the Social Democracy. Nothing is fure 
ther from the truth. The sections of 
the C.I., take orders only from Stalin. 
The bourgeoisie hasn't a word to say 
in the entiro mateer. By lumping the 
Stalinists in with the S. P. the ad 
vanced workers are not shown the tre- 
mendous difference between these two. 
The Socialist Parties,as was constant— 
ly pointed out by Lenin, are direct 
agents of the bourgeoisie operating in 
the. proletarian ranks. These 5. Pe 
leaders do take their orders from the 
bourgeOisie, but the Stalinists are 
subservient only to Stalin. You see, 
therefore,that by such an "“understand- 
ing" of Stalinism you can never expose 
it. It will continue to operate at 
full force. You must understand that 
whibh you are trying to expose. Merely 
throwing words around, even if they 


sound impressive, only blinds the 
workers and plays directly into the 
hands of the opportunists and the 
bourgeoisie. 


With regard to Spain you have the 
same position as Oehler's. You say 
that if your line had succeeded in 
Spain and a workers government set up 
this would have been a greater blow to 


Stalinism than our line. This state-~ 
ment might be made by any and every 
opportunist organization calling itsdf 
proletarian and yet proves ncthinge 
We say, however, that without unmask 
ing the chief opportunist force in the 
Spanish workers ranks (as well as in 
other countries) — Stalinism, no ore 
ganization could have, can, or will be 
able to establish the dictatorsnip of 
the proletariat. (See our Bulletin IN 
DEFENSE OF BOLSHEVISM Vol. 1, #5, on 
Soe a) 


In conclusion wa: say again that 
only. by exposing every form of oppor-~ 
tunism in the workers ranks on the 


basis of a thorough and honest examin- 


ation of the past and present, without 
leaving out anything and telling the 
politically advanced workers the whole 
truth can a revolutionary party be 
built consistig of the vanguard of 
the proletariat who will lead the rest 
of the proletariat in a successful as- 
sault against capitalism and establish 
the dictatorship of the proletariat. 


Comradely, 


THE LENINIST LEAGUE, U.S.A. 


Sg ee ee 


A NEW LEFT-TROTSKYIST GROUP 
Eo———eEEEEEEo———————eEEEEeESESESESESESSSSSSSSSSS 
(Cont'd from p. 14) 


divert the workers from the struggle 
against the Stalinist reactione 


The true 
group is presented to 
the following statement: 


political face of the 
the workers in 


"The Communist Workers Group 
stands on the line of the first and 


second conventions of the Revolution 


ary Workers League (Which dncludes 
endorsement of the line of the first 
fous congresses of the Communist 
International)e" (Ibid. ) 


The Fourth Congress was fundament— 
ally a Stalinist assembly. Lenin, whom 
the Stalin-Zinoviev-Kamenev cli q ue 


urged to stay away altogether (sce 
Zinoviev's romark in the Communist In- 
ternational, #2. p16), attended only 
one sessilon, the cighthe He was near 
collapse when he had delivered his 
brief speech dealing almost exclusively 
with the question of the NEP. At this 
Stalinist gathering, Zinoviev, behind 
a cloud of "Bolshevik" phrases, handed 
down to the international Brandlers 
tho anti-Loninist line of coalition 
govornment with Social Democracy. To 
fool the revolutionary workers, Zinov~ 
ioev and his partners gavo such aoali- 
tion government the Bolshevik-sounding 
name: "Workefs Government." In speech~ 
es and writings, Zinoviev, Bukharin, 
Trotsky, and other leaders of the 
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Comintern, knowing from Lenin's writ- 
ings and their own experience that: 
there can be no middle betwoen a bourg 
eois dictatorship and a proletarian 
dictatorship, hailed the line of the 
Fourth Congress as a Leninist line. 
They lied to the workers that the 
"Workers Government," in reality a 
masked capitalist machine for disrupt— 
ing proletarian revolution, was to be 
a stage towards prolctarian dictator-— 
ship. It was precisoly such govern- 
ment, formed by tho Stalinist puppet 
Brandler with the German Social Democ- 
rats and supported by the workers at 
the instruction of the Comintern, that 
betrayed the German proletariat in the 
revolutionary situation in 1923. 


The line of the first three con— 
gresses of the C,I. which was laid 
Gown under the direct guidance of Len— 
in was clearly and uncompromis ingly 
agoinst every non-Communist government 
and for the dictatorship of the pro- 
letariate The Fourth Congress sharply 
broke with Leninism when it declared 
in its resolution: 

" .eethe Communists are prepared, 
under certain conditions and with 
certain guarantees, to support a 
non-Comaunist workers! governmente" 


In line with this new position of 
the Cele, the Executive of the Conin- 
tern, with Trotsky as one of its most 
outstanding and influential members, 
adopted a resolution in which occurs 
the following opportunist trap, direct~ 
ly borrowed from Menshevisms 


"The Workers Government can be 
established on the basis of EXIST- 
ING DEMOCRATIC INGUTUTIONS." 
(Communist International, #25, 1923, 
pe 110. Oyr capitals.) 


As part of Trotsky's system of 
safety devices to prevent detection of 
his collaboration with Stalin-Zinoviev~ 
Kamenev in disrupting the German and 
other revolutions, Trotsky, in hazdly 
penned words, "bridges" over the 
unbridgeable gulf that separates the 
Leninist line of the first thrce Con 


eresses of the C.l. @ram the Stalinist 


Rightist noose of the Fourth Congresse 


"The Third Congress was a great 
beacon. Its teachings are still 
vital and fruitful today. The 
Fourth Congress ONLY CONCRETIZED 
THESE TEACHINGS." (Leon Trotsky, 
Third International After Ienin, 


pe 90. Our cavitels.) 
Trotsky makes a definite inprés- 


sion that tke, line. .of 
government headed by  non-Bolsheviks, 
invariably agents of capitalism, is 
Loninist. In the expediency of shield 
ing himself Trotsky wnavoidably shields 
Stalin. He thus adds another political 
forgery to tho long list of deep—root- 
ed distortions and lies regarding the 
gesesis of the Stalinist reaction and 
his own criminal role in promoting 
the destruction of Lenin's Bolshevik 
Party and the Comintern. 


support toa 


One who fastens upon the workers 
the counter—revolutionary line of the 
Fourth Congress of the C,I. ties them 
to Stalinism and Trots*yism. To dis-— 
tort the truce character of the line of 
the Fourth Congress has been the oppor- 
tunist practice of Cannon, Ochl er, 
Stamm, Fiold and others. When the 
Stalinist and the Trotskyist mislead— 
ers hide the highly significant facts 
about the Fourth Congress it is under- 
standable from both points of viewe 
But if one defends the line of the 
Fourth Congress out of confusion and 
ignorance he is a victim of these 
political swindlers. And if he learns 
the truth and continues stubbornly 
clinging to the Stalinist—Trotskyist 
deception about the Fourth Congress he 
becomes himself a conscious dissenin— 
ator of deadly lics among the workers. 


The newly—born Communist Workers 
Group stands upon the line of the 
Fourth Congress, which forms also part 
of Oghler's basic position. A satte— 
lite of Ochler, who in turn is a satte- 
lite of Trotsky, the Communist Workers 
Group is well within the orbit of 
Stalin's political systom. 

Ge Me 


